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GO CARBON-FREE?|zom 


CAMPAIGN TO STOP FASCIST 
TOMMY ROBINSON AND UKIP 


KICK THE 
RACISTS 


BALLOTS 


DON’T LET THE 
FAR RIGHT GAIN AT 
23 MAY EUROPEAN 
ELECTIONS 
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MAY DAY 2019 


Greetings on 
international 
workers’ day 


FOR OVER a century 1 May 
has been international 
workers’ day—a day of 
working class solidarity and a 
celebration of internationalism. 

May Day began in the US in 
1886 with workers striking for 
the eight-hour day. 

Our special issue is packed 
with greetings from unions 
and campaigns across Britain. 


SPAIN 


Socialists win 
election amid 
far right gains 


SPAIN’S governing 

PSOE party has won the 
country’s third election in 
four years, but it remains 
short of a majority. 

The Labour-type party’s 
vote increased by almost 
two million. But the far right 
party Vox also won seats— 
the first time such a force 
has done so in decades. 


TRUMP 


We need a wave 
of resistance to 
state visit in June 


VILE US president Donald 
Trump is heading to 
Britain in June for a state 
visit. And there are many 
reasons to protest. 

His visit last year brought 
hundreds of thousands on to 
the streets across Britain. He 
should be opposed again. 


CAN THE WORLD 


GO CARBON-FREE? |b 


SCRAP TRIDENT @ END AUSTERITY 
& RACISM @ FIGHT FOR INDYREF2 


STOP 
TORY 
RUL 


MARCH FOR INDEPENDENCE ' ame & 
SATURDAY 4 MAY 

ASSEMBLE 12.30PM, LEAVE 1.30PM 
KELVINGROVE PARK, GLASGOW 


@Called by All Under One Banner 
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INDEPENDENCE 


SNP delegates 
defy leaders to 
back currency 


LEADERS OF the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) were 
defeated last weekend as 
members voted to back 

a new currency in an 
independent Scotland. 

The vote reflected a mood 
of frustration with first 
minister Nicola Sturgeon’s 
cautious approach to a second 
independence referendum. 


ees! 
SPAIN 


Left wins 
election but far 
right make gains 


SPAIN’S governing 

PSOE party has won the 
country’s third election in 
four years, but it remains 
short of a majority. 

The Labour-type party’s 
vote increased by almost 
two million. But the far right 
party Vox also won seats— 
the first time such a force 
has done so in decades. 


TRUMP 


We need a wave 
of resistance to 
state visit in June 


VILE US president Donald 
Trump is heading to Britain in 
June for a state visit. And the 
reasons to protest are vast. 

His visit last year brought 
thousands on the streets across 
England and Scotland. 

He should be opposed 
again. 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘They cannot let 


a vocal minority 
of right-on fools 
push the rest 

of us around. 
There’s no need 
to stop referring 
to ships as she’ 


Lord West, former first sea 
lord, stuck in the 16th century 


‘The transition 
from oily fish 
to politics was 


| 5 
straightforward 
Brexit Party candidate 
Lance Forman runs a salmon 
fishing business 


Plenty of funds for top cops 
and sticks to hit people with 


A POLICE chief who claims 
his service is underfunded 
has overseen a 
50 percent rise in 
highly-paid officers. 

Chief Constable Ian 
Hopkins said last week 
that budget cuts and falling 
officer numbers had forced 
Greater Manchester Police 
to “screen out” 43 percent 
of cases 

He said the chance of one 
of his officers investigating 
a bicycle or shed theft was 
“almost non-existent”. 

But figures show that 
more than 1,260 officers on 
his force earned £50,000 
or more over the past year, 
up by almost 450 on the 
previous 12 months. 

Fourteen members of 
staff were handed pay and 
pension packages of more 
than £100,000. 

They include Hopkins 


‘| 
The incident in east London 


himself, who was paid 
£251,000 including pension 
payments of £46,000. 

His deputy Ian Pilling is on 
a package of £192,000. 

And eight assistant chief 
constables have salaries 
and pensions ranging from 


£118,000 to £153,000. 

The Manchester cops 
are getting a £35.8 million 
budget boost from the Home 
Office this year. 


POLICE have launched 
an investigation after 


video footage posted on 
social media appeared to 
show an officer hitting a 
handcuffed 17 year old boy 
with a truncheon. 

In the 50-second video shot 
in Romford, east London, the 
boy shouts, “I am a child. You 
can’t do this. I’ve done noth- 
ing. He’s slapping me with a 
stick.” 

Dawn Johnson, a witness, 
said, “He’s far from resisting 
arrest, just trying to protect 
himself from getting beaten.” 

The Met said that the boy 
was stopped and searched 
under the Misuse of Drugs 
Act on Monday and was 
found to be in possession of 
class B drugs. 

He was arrested for pos- 
session with intent to supply. 

A 14 year old boy stopped 
at the same time fled but 
was arrested later. Both were 
released under investigation. 


Benefits chaos 
causes poor to 
die early 


THE POOREST pensioners 
are “dying early” because 
£3.1 billion of benefits go 
unclaimed. 

Many are forced to 
ration their food and 
heating because they do 
not realise they could be 
getting Pension Credit 
—worth around £49 a 
week for every eligible 
household. 

It ensures couples 
have at least £255.25 a 
week to live on and single 
pensioners £167.25. 

But many are said to be 
unaware of it—or find the 
paperwork too hard. 

Age UK said two in five 
eligible people miss out. 

George McNamara, of 
charity Independent Age, 


SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS are being used in 
shopping centres to spy on people and work out 


HUNDREDS OF nurses have 


killed themselves in just wane dior Ewouallton 


pensioners “living in 
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witch-hunting their age and their mood so they can be targeted with seven years, shocking new figures poverty and more just 
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Philosopher Sir Roger Scruton 
on not being allowed to be a 
racist as he wants to be— 

or something 


“She was ina 
hurry and she 
said, “Brexitis 
Brexit, we will 
Brexit’.” 

Pascal Lamy, former director 
general of the World Trade 
Organisation, on the prime 


minister’s approach to 
negotiations 
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Thousands march to 
Break up Britain 


TENS OF thousands of 
people are set to march 
in Glasgow for Scottish 
independence on Saturday. 
The demonstration is 
called by the All Under 
One Banner group. It 
comes after Scottish first 
minister Nicola Sturgeon, 
announced last week 
that legislation would 
be passed to allow a 
second independence 
referendum by 2021. 
But this does not 
guarantee it will happen. 
The Tories have 
already said they will 
not consent to an 
independence referendum. 
And the Labour Party 
also opposes it. 
Mass defiance will 
be needed to break 


Get in 
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker 


Nicola Sturgeon 


such resistance. 

There is increasing 
frustration at the Scottish 
National Party’s slowness 
in confronting the 
Westminster government. 

The break up of Britain 
would be positive. 

But the demand for 
independence needs to be 
linked to calls for a Scotland 
without austerity, racism 
and nuclear weapons. 
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Council's speculation 
‘generally poor choice’ 


A LOCAL council has 
been criticised by its 
auditors after spending 
almost £400 million on 
a property investment. 
Spelthorne borough 
council in Surrey bought 
the BP Centre in Sunbury 
for £385 million in 
September 2016 using 
a government loan. 
KPMG identified 
“significant weaknesses” 
in the council’s financial 
processes surrounding 
the investment. The 
auditor warned that 
the decision making 
was “generally poor 
and difficult to follow”, 
meaning it was “difficult 
to identify whether all 
the risks associated 
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BP Centre 


with such a large and 
significant transaction 
had been fully considered 
and mitigated”. 

It was one of the 
more extreme cases 
of a council betting on 
the property market to 
replace revenue lost 
in government cuts. 

But many councils 
are gambling on rising 
property prices. 
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Socialist Worker 
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Virtual Tories 
build virtual 
tower 


THE WORLD'S first luxury 
development to be sold 

in bitcoins—promoted by 
the Tory peer Baroness 
Mone—has unfortunately 
stalled. 

Mone, a former Tory 
business “start-up tsar”, 
and her partner, Doug 
Barrowman, launched the 
£250 million development 
in September 2017. 

The Aston Plaza project 
in Dubai, is still being 
described on its website 
as “25 percent complete”, 
the figure used in the 
promotional material. 

However, government 
inspectors who visited 
the site at the Dubai 
science park in January 
last year described the 
venture as “on hold”, and 
construction has stopped. 

Mone and Barrowman 
had hoped to launch a new 
digital currency last year 
but abandoned the plan 
after lack of interest. 
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ANTI-RACISM 


Stop the vile Ukip 
racists in Scotland 


THE RACISTS of Ukip are trying 
to cash-in on the Brexit crisis 
and win election at the European 
Parliament elections on 23 May. 

One of Ukip’s candidates is 
Mark Meechan, who goes by the 
name Count Dankula. 

He was fined £800 after 
filming a dog giving a Nazi 
salute. He had trained the 
animal to respond to statements 
such as “gas the Jews” and 
“Sieg Heil” by raising its paw. 

He was found guilty of 
posting material that was 
“grossly offensive” and 
“antisemitic and racist in 
nature’ after a trial at Airdrie 
Sheriff Court last year. 

In March, the new BBC 
Scotland channel ditched plans 


to feature Meechan in a show 
following protests. 

He had been filmed for two 
appearances on discussion 
panel programme The 
Collective. 

Stand Up to Racism Scotland 
is campaigning against Ukip at 
the elections. 

“Meechan underlines the real 
nature of this far right party,” 
said a spokesperson. 

At the last European elections 
in 2014 Ukip took 140,000 votes 
in Scotland and won an MEP. 

For campaign details go to Stand up 
to Racism—Scotland on Facebook 


Fighting for 
climate action 


THE IMPACT of a movement 

on the streets against climate 
change is starting to have an 

impact. 

First minister Nicola Sturgeon 
declared a “climate emergency” 
at last week’s Scottish National 
Party conference. 

Sturgeon promised to “live up 
to our responsibility” on climate 
change and said school strikers 
were right to take action. 

It’s a victory for Extinction 
Rebellion activists, who are 
campaigning for governments to 
act urgently on climate change. 

Around 300 young activists 
staged a die-in in Kelvingrove 
art gallery and museum, 
Glasgow last Saturday. 

They laid underneath Dippy, 
the copy of a diplodocus 
skeleton with some holding 
signs asking “Are we next?” 

“If we keep carrying on 
the way we are, humans may 
become extinct, like Dippy” said 
12 year old Lida. 

Sarah Bates 


Sturgeon’s speech does 
not cuarantee Indyref2 


BOB FOTHERINGHAM 


TENS OF thousands of people 
were set to join the All Under One 
Banner demonstration for Scottish 
independence on Saturday. 

It follows a key speech by Nicola 
Sturgeon, Scotland’s first minister. 

Last week Sturgeon outlined her 
plans to bring forward legislation 
for a second referendum on 
independence by 2021. 

But this does not mean that a 
referendum will actually take place. 

For example, the Tory 
government in Westminster 
immediately responded that it 
would not agree to such a vote. 

Sturgeon’s speech was a reaction 
to pressure from the independence 
movement. 

Huge numbers have taken to the 
streets demanding Indyref2. 

For a number of years Sturgeon 
has made her priority keeping 
Britain part of the European Union 
(EU). She has said that a second 
referendum should wait until the 
“fog of Brexit has cleared”. 


Reality 

There remain major hurdles if 
independence is to become a 
reality. 

It is almost certain that the 
legislation will pass through the 
Scottish parliament. 

But nothing has been said about 
how the Scottish government 
will challenge the refusal of a UK 
government, of whatever party, to 
allow a second vote. 

Support for independence in 
2014 was driven forward by the 
belief in working class communities 
that independence would lead to an 
end to the policies of austerity and 
cuts. 


NEIL MACKAY, spokesperson 
for All Under One Banner, spoke 


to lain Ferguson for Socialist 
Worker 


How important 
do you think the 
pressure from 
below has been 
in persuading 
Nicola Sturgeon 
to call for a second 
referendum? 

It’s been very important. 
I’ve become more aware 
over the past few weeks 
especially that people 
are at the end of their 
tether. 

They’re feeling disil- 
lusioned and alienated, 
and are looking for a 
way forward. 


Fighting for Indyref2 
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MARCHING FOR independence in Sanur last year 


There was hope that it would 
lead to a different sort of Scotland. 

It would be one with extended 
and democratised public 
ownership, no nuclear weaponry, 
and major investment in the NHS, 
housing and education. 

But a pro-EU strategy, which 
attaches Scotland to neoliberal free 
market institutions, will hamper this. 

It won’t allow a Scottish 
government to bring forward 
policies that can deal with 
Scotland’s major problems of 


All Under One Banner has been 


the biggest movement in terms 
of channelling that discontent, 
though other groups have also 


done things. 

The SNP is now like the 
Scottish establishment and 
we're like William Wallace 
challenging the Scottish 
nobles! 

We’re the ones who are 
sticking to our guns. 


Theresa May has already 
made it clear that 

the UK government 

will refuse a second 
referendum. If that 
happens how should 
Sturgeon respond? 
“Should” and “will” are 
two different things. The 
SNP will leave it hanging 


poverty, neglect and homelessness. 

Sturgeon’s speech also contained 
two other major initiatives. 

In contradiction to her plans for a 
second independence referendum, 
she will consult with other parties 
on how to make devolution more 
effective. 

She also outlined plans to create 
a “citizens’ assembly” on the Irish 
model. This was said to be a way 
of achieving “maximum areas of 
agreement”. 

But an unelected, unaccountable 


there and use it to boost their 
2021 Holyrood parliament election 
campaign. 

Its leaders will argue “we have 
a mandate—now give us majority 
government”. 

In other words they will use it 
strategically to build for Indyref2 
in about 2023-4. 

What they should do in my view 
is to defy the UK government and 
hold a referendum regardless. They 
should set a date and take it to the 
wire. 


Many people feel that linking 
the question of a second 
referendum to EU membership 
would be a mistake. What’s your 
own view? 

That’s a dangerous strategy— 
playing two hands at the same 
time will only confuse people but 
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body such as this won’t take the 
independence movement forward. 

Sturgeon was right to make it 
clear that one of the reasons she 
wants independence is to continue 
free movement of people. 

Scotland should be open to all 
those fleeing war, poverty and 
catastrophic climate change. But it 
should also welcome all those who 
come for a better life. 

It is shameful that the Labour 
Party has supported the Tories on 
ending workers’ free movement. 


‘The SNP should defy the Tory government in Westminster’ 


for a long time Brexit is all the SNP 
have talked about. 

Instead they should go ahead 
with Indeyref2 and then a few 
months later have a referendum on 
Scotland and the EU with all the 
different options set out. 


How can we build on these huge 
demos to increase the pressure 
on the Tories? 
This year we’ve got eight 
demonstrations planned around 
the country. 

Apart from that we’re 
also linking up with Welsh 
independence activists. There’s 
now an All Under One Banner 
Cymru who are holding their first 
march on 11 May. 

As far as we’re concerned it’s all 
part of the same struggle to break 
up the British state. 
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by SARAH BATES 


THE EXTINCTION Rebellion (XR) 
series of protests and occupa- 
tions is changing the landscape of 
British politics. 

XR could be on the way to 
winning one of its key demands—for 
the government to declare a climate 
emergency. 

Jeremy Corbyn announced he 
would force a vote on the issue in 
parliament this week (see right). 

The XR rebellion saw four sites 
in central London blockaded for 
days alongside other, smaller, direct 
action stunts. Over 1,000 arrests 
were made during the programme of 
civil disobedience. 

On Thursday of last week activists 
brought the occupation to a close 
with a “pausing ceremony” attended 
by up to 1,000 people. 

It had a sombre, reflective and 
often spiritual atmosphere. But it 
was also an opportunity for partici- 
pants to take stock of what they had 
achieved. 

Protesters have forced the issue of 
action on climate change to the top 
of the political agenda. 

One activist told Socialist Worker 
that XR’s action had been “an 
amazing achievement”. 


Message 

“The message is getting through,” 
they said. “We’ve been talking to 
people about what’s going on. And 
people have said they may be incon- 
venienced by our action—but that 
we're right.” 

There’s been a flurry of activity in 
the last week, including a series of 
international die-ins last Saturday, 
initiated by XR Berlin. 

In Birmingham, protesters held 
a “go-slow” protest by cycling 
around the city centre last Saturday. 
Around 60 people took part. Another 
70 people attended an XR meeting in 


Strike for Future 
Friday 24 May bit.y/2amaystrike 


Activists have taken action over 
climate change across Britain 


@Local protests follow blockades 


of sites in central London 


organised by Extinction Rebellion 


@The protests have forced the 


issue of climate change to the top 


of the political agenda 

@And they have shown the 
potential to build a bigger 
movement over the issue 

@The scale of the rebellion also 
shows what could happen when 
Donald Trump visits in June 
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EXTINCTION REBELLION held a ‘pausing ceremony’ in Hyde Park, London 


BACK STORY 


Norwich. In Manchester around 200 
people gathered to debrief after the 
London actions. And over 130 activ- 
ists joined an XR meeting in Leeds 
on Monday. 

In Wandsworth, south London, 
there were over six times the number 
of people at a meeting on Monday 
compared to the group’s previous 
meeting. 

Over 200 XR supporters joined a 
“funeral for our future” event in the 
centre of York last Saturday. 

Protesters held a die-in at HSBC 
and put up posters of XR’s version 
of the bank’s advertising campaign. 
They then moved to Barclays. 

Activist Julie Forgan said, “In 


More protesters demand 
action on climate change 
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Barclays, the bank locked its doors 
and refused to let us in. A quick cit- 
izens’ assembly decided to blockade 
the bank until the manager came out.” 
Around 300 people attended 
Bristol XR’s weekly meeting—the 
largest attendance yet. And up to 
500 activists flooded the Cabot Circus 
shopping centre on Saturday. 
There’s big potential to build a 
movement. And it has to be built 
deeper into the labour and trade 
union movement. XR has shown the 
potential for the kind of action that 
could take place when Donald Trump 
visits Britain in June. 
Thanks to everyone who sent local XR 
reports 


Frackers under pressure 


GOVERNMENT-appointed 
“fracking tsar”—and former 
Labour MP—Natascha Engel has 
resigned, after just six months. 

Engel said the Tories were 
“pandering” to anti-fracking 
campaigners, who, she claimed, 
“were driving policy”. 

The resignation 
comes after a failure 
to roll out the industry 
in Lancashire after the 
initial fracking at the 
Preston New Road site 
prompted a string of 
earthquakes. 

Fossil fuel firms are 
getting increasingly 
frustrated at 
regulations—that they 


Natascha Engel 
waves goodbye 


helped develop—which mean 
fracking must be paused following 
an earth tremor. 

Activists are keeping the 
pressure on the fracking bosses, 
and were set to protest at the Tour 
de Yorkshire cycle race. 

The race, which was 
set to start in Doncaster 
on Thursday of this 
week, will mark the 
debut of Team Ineos— 
rebranded from Team 
, Sky after fossil fuel 
boss Jim Ratcliffe’s firm 
became the sponsor. 

Thousands of 
protesters wearing 
Ratcliffe masks were set 
to line the route. 


IN BRIEF 


Labour pushes 
for vote by MPs 


LABOUR SAID it would push 
for a vote in the Commons 
on whether to call a “climate 
emergency” on Wednesday 
of this week. 

Jeremy Corbyn said the 
climate movement was a 
“massive and necessary 
wake-up call” to demand 
“rapid and dramatic action”. 

A protest was called to 
demand “declare a climate 
emergency now” during 
the vote. It is supported by 
Momentum, Youth Strike 4 
Climate, Labour for a Green 
New Deal and People & 
Planet. 


XR members in 
Euro elections 


NINE MEMBERS of Extinction 
Rebellion are standing in the 
European elections under the 
name “Climate Emergency 
Independents”. 

The group is standing 
seven candidates in London 
and two in South West 
England. But candidates 
weren't chosen after full 
discussion. Nobody should 
appoint themselves as the 
face of the movement. 


Celebrations as 
trees are saved 


ACTIVISTS WERE celebrating 
in west London after 
preventing trees in the 

Colne Valley nature reserve 
near Uxbridge from being 
chopped down for HS2 
railway construction. 

Plans to begin destruction 
were shelved as 12 
environmental activists 
scaled the trees on Saturday 
of last week and stayed there 
for ten hours. 

They are fighting to 
preserve an environment that 
hosts bats, owls and ospreys. 


All out against 
Trump in June 


AROUND 70 people attended 
a meeting hosted by the 
Campaign Against Climate 
Change (CaCC) in London on 
Thursday of last week. 

It brought together 
speakers from Extinction 
Rebellion, Labour for a Green 
New Deal, the CaCC Trade 
Union Group and others. 

Several trade unionists 
discussed the call for a 
climate general strike. 

Liz from Camden Unison 
union spoke about the need 
to involve climate activists 
in organising for protests 
against Donald Trump’s visit 
in June. 
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Organising 
against the 


Robinson 
election bid 


A mass campaign can stop the 
infamous Nazi from becoming an 
MEP, writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


ANTI-RACISTS ARE mobilising 
to stop Tommy Robinson winning 
a seat in the European elections 
this month. 

The Nazi figurehead announced 
he was standing for MEP in the 
North West of England on Thursday 
of last week. 

He hopes to rally his far right 
supporters and benefit from the 
Tories’ Brexit crisis. 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
are calling for unity among Leave 
and Remain supporters to stop 
Robinson. 

SUTR co-convenor Weyman 
Bennett said, “Tommy Robinson is 
the most dangerous fascist in this 
country. 


Terrorising 

“He has spent his time terrorising 
Muslim communities for the last ten 
years and he is also a threat to all 
black and Asian people. 

“The former British National 
Party (BNP) member wants to take 
the same seat that his former leader 
Nick Griffin had. 

“They are both of the same ilk 
and Robinson should be stopped.” 

Robinson had planned to kick off 
his road show of the North West in 
Salford Quays on Sunday, but failed 


Nazi Tommy Robinson is 
standing in the Euro elections 


He will stand as an independent 
in the North West of England 


It’s the same seat that former 
British National Party leader Nick 
Griffin held from 2009 until 2014 


Robinson will be competing 
with Ukip and Nigel Farage’s new 
Brexit Party for votes 


But his profile means lots of 
racists could vote for him 


Anti-racists have already begun 
a campaign to stop Robinson 


to show up. Supporters of SUTR ral- 
lied in Bexley Square in Salford in 
the morning. 

Speakers included Labour MEP 
Julie Ward, Salford Labour councillor 
Sam Bellamy and leading trade 
unionists from the region. 

Dozens of leading trade union, 
political and faith group figures 
have signed a statement rejecting 
Robinson and racism. 

Farage’s new Brexit Party, made 
up of former Tory and Ukip types, 
is also running in the European 
elections. 

Robinson had hoped to stand as 
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ANTI-RACISTS MOBILISED against Tommy Robinson in February 


part of Ukip’s list. 

But party leader Gerard Batten 
was unable to push through a rule 
change to allow former members of 
the fascist BNP and English Defence 
League to join. 

Robinson, standing as an inde- 
pendent, will have to compete with 
Farage and Ukip for votes. 

But his profile on the far right 
means that he could galvanise racists 
much more than other candidates. 

Robinson is trying to carve out a 
space by ramping up Islamophobia. 
He said, “I admire what Farage 
achieved in the past, but he’s 


terrified of talking about issues like 
the Islamification of Britain.” 
Ameen Hadi, Salford City Unison 
union branch officer, said people 
should “not take the threat lightly”. 
“We have a history in the North 
West of Nick Griffin and the BNP 
managing to become elected repre- 
sentatives on a low turnout,” he told 
SUTR supporters on Sunday. 
“Around 132,000 votes saw 
Griffin elected, so we need to make 
sure everyone is campaigning to 
stop him.” 
He added, “Whether you’re 
Leave or Remain, you might have 


misgivings about what is going on 
in the political system. 

“But if there’s any reason to vote 
in the European elections this is it— 
to stop Tommy Robinson getting 
elected.” 

A big vote—even if he doesn’t 
win—would act as a boost to 
Robinson and every fascist and racist 
in Britain. 

Nazi Robinson must be stopped. 


On other pages... 
Ly Winning a real democracy 
>>Pages 14&15 


Youtube far righters run on Ukip ticket but candidacy divides members 


A UKIP candidate defended using 
the “N-word” last week. 

Carl Benjamin—who uses 
the name “Sargon of Akkad” 
online—is the party’s lead 
candidate in the South West of 
England region. 

He said he finds “racist jokes 
funny” and used racist and 
bigoted language about Asian 
and disabled people in a YouTube 
video from 2015. 

When questioned about it last 
week, Benjamin said he was “not 
really interested in discussion 
about any of these comments”. 
And he told people who object to 


racist language to “go and have 
a cry”. Around 80 people, mainly 
young supporters of the far right 
and alt-right, turned out for his 
campaign launch in Bristol last 
week. 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
supporters in Bristol were set 
to hold a mobilising meeting on 
Thursday night. 

The traditional wing of Ukip is 
resisting leader Gerard Batten’s 
attempts to appeal to the far 
right—and many have jumped 
ship for Nigel Farage’s Brexit 
Party. But Batten has refused to 
dump Benjamin and the other 


alt-right figures who joined Ukip 
last summer. 

Meanwhile Mark Meechan— 
known online as “Count 
Dankula”—is standing for Ukip 
in Scotland. 

Meechan was fined £8,000 last 
year for teaching his dog to give 
the Nazi salute whenever he said, 
“Sieg Heil” or, “Gas the Jews”. 

SUTR held a national day of 
action against Ukip on Saturday 
of last week. Activists handed 
out thousands of leaflets in 
towns and cities including Leeds, 
Liverpool, Portsmouth, Harlow 
and Swansea. 
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Meechan and Benjamin 


Socialist Worker 1 May 2019 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Stop fascist Tommy 
Robinson—keep 
racism out of 
elections. Meeting, 
7pm Fri 3 May, 
Methodist Hall, 
Manchester, M1 1JQ 


Weekend of 
opposition to 
Tommy Robinson 
Sat 18 May and 
Sun 19 May 
Protests, rallies and 
campaigning across 
North West region 
from Carlisle to 
Crewe, Liverpool to 
Manchester 


Go to Stand 

Up To Racism 
Manchester on 
Facebook for 
more information 
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Nazi facing retrial weeks 
before European vote 


TOMMY ROBINSON is back in the 
High Court on Tuesday 14 May. 

Attorney general Geoffrey Cox, 
a Tory minister who gives the 
government legal advice, ruled that 
he should face a retrial. 

Robinson allegedly committed 
contempt of court by filming 
outside a sexual abuse trial in 
Leeds last May. 

He was jailed for 
13 months soon afterwards. 

But Robinson was 


after the Court of Appeal 
ruled that he should face a . 
retrial. 

This saw two initial 
hearings at the Old Bailey 
Court last autumn before 
Judge Nicholas Hilliard 
referred the case 
to the 
attorney 


released on bail last August @ a 
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general. If he is sent down again, 
it could become a big focus for 
the fascists and the far right. 
The “Free Tommy” movement 
mobilised 15,000 onto the streets 
of Whitehall when he was in jail in 
June. 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) have called a 
counter-mobilisation 
outside the High 
Court. They said 
* it was important 
| for anti-racists to 
“have a presence 
on the streets”. 


Nazi Tommy Robinson 


|WHAT WE THINK] 


NAZI TOMMY ROBINSON— 
A THREAT WE MUST STOP 


OMMY Robinson is 

a danger to Muslims, 

minorities and working 

class people. Everyone 

has to make sure he isn’t 
elected as an MEP for the North 
West of England on 23 May. 

A Robinson win would boost 
every racist bigot in Britain and 
internationally and normalise the 
far right in wider society. 

Robinson is a fascist who has 
tried to build a movement that 
can inflict violence on Muslims, 
minorities and political opponents. 

He has been a far right poster 
boy for the last I5 years, starting 
as a member of the British 
National Party. 

Sometimes he tries to tone 
down his racism in public, but 
Nazis always lie about their true 
intentions. 

Hitler didn’t say from the start 
that he would murder two thirds 
of Europe’s Jewish population 
in the Holocaust. Instead, the 
Nazis said they would “restore 
national pride” and stop “aliens” 
undermining it. 

Robinson follows the same 
playbook. 

When Robinson sits in the 
BBC studio, he claims he is against 
“Islamic extremists” or “political 


A CLIMATE OF INACTION 


FTERA week of protests 

during the “International 

Rebellion” for climate change, 
political leaders have agreed to talks 
with the Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
direct action group. 

XR representatives met with 
environment secretary Michael 
Gove, shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell and mayor of London 
Sadiq Khan in separate talks this 
week. 

Mass action by ordinary 
people has forced top politicians 
round the table. But anyone 


Islam”. But when Robinson 
addresses his far right supporters, 
his real views come out. 

After the Manchester Arena 
terror attack in 2017, Robinson 
called Muslims in the city “enemy 
combatants”. 

“When you see these 
communities and you see these 
houses, you think this is a British 
community, or you might have 
British Muslims,” he said. 

“In these houses are enemy 
combatants who want to kill you, 
maim you and destroy you.” 

Robinson wants to use 
Islamophobia to mobilise his 
supporters. This is clear from 
the days when he co-founded the 
English Defence League (EDL) 


Tommy Robinson 
is a Nazi who has 
tried to build a 

street movement 
against Muslims 


wanting urgent action on climate 
change should be careful about 
celebrating too quickly. 

Some people believe the 
existing capitalist state can be used 
to tackle ecological catastrophe, 

But people at the heart of that 
machine, such as Gove, are the 
enemies of meaningful change. 

Gove has voted against carbon 
emission targets for new homes 
and cars—and for selling off 
publicly owned forests. 

The problem isn’t just that 
Gove is personally unwilling 


reakfast in 


RED 


Sign up to our morning briefing Breakfast in Red. 
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred 


in 2009.The EDL organised 
marches through Muslim areas, 
including a racist riot in Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, in 2010. 

The following September 
Robinson said Muslims would “feel 
the force” of the EDL in Tower 
Hamlets, east London. He said,“We 
are here to tell you quite loud, quite 
clear, every single Muslim, watching 
this video on Youtube. 

“On 7/7 you got away with killing 
and maiming British citizens... 
next time you think about it, you 
better understand, that we have 
built a network from one bit of the 
country to the other end.” 

Robinson has used different 
tactics during his time on the far 
right, from street mobilisations 
to pretending to be a “citizen 
journalist” and now elections. 

His aim remains the same. 

The scale of the threat was 
shown when his supporters 
mobilised 15,000 onto London’s 
streets last June. While Robinson 
has suffered setbacks since then, 
a win or even a big vote could 
provide the boost he needs. 

It’s crucial Labour, the trade 
unions and all anti-racists get 
behind Stand Up To Racism and 
Unite Against Fascism’s campaign 
to stop him. 


to act. The capitalist system he 
represents is unwilling and unable 
to make the transformative 
changes required. 

The strength of the movement 
has forced the government to 
acknowledge it—but talks with 
those at the centre of political 
office must not mean the energy 
on the streets dissipates. 

Capitalism has caused the 
climate crisis.And establishment 
politicians will fight to maintain 
this system at all costs to human 
life and the health of the planet. 
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Brexit Party aims to 
strengthen far right 


THERE ARE two common mistakes about Brexit. 
The first is that it is necessarily a coherent right wing 
project about achieving an even more radical form of 
neoliberalism than currently prevails in Britain. 

This is commonly argued by left wing Remainers, but it is 
false. It’s possible to advocate leaving the European Union 
(EU) for a variety of political reasons. For example, from the 
left, Grace Blakeley of the New Statesman magazine argues 
that any government that wants to break with neoliberalism 
must break with the EU. 

But there’s also the opposite mistake. It sees Brexit as a 
straightforward democratic issue that can unite people of 
widely differing views behind ensuring the referendum result 
is respected. This is the ploy currently being pursued by Nigel 
Farage with his new Brexit Party. 

Despite his boozy, blazered image, Farage is no fool. To 
win as many votes as possible in the European elections he is 
positioning the Brexit Party as close to the centre as possible. 
He had already broken with his old party Ukip, whose current 
leader Gerard Batten is trying to turn it into the electoral wing 
of the alt-right and open fascists. 

Farage is exploiting the Tories’ implosion to make huge 
inroads into the party’s base. According to one poll, 40 percent 
of Tory councillors plan to vote for the Brexit Party. But he’s 
also targeting Labour. 

Presenting five new candidates last week, he said, “There 
are five million people that voted for Jeremy Corbyn and 
voted for Brexit as well, and that’s going to be our task. I think 
we will go on squeezing the Conservatives and squeezing Ukip 
down to virtually nothing. We’re going to go after that Labour 
vote in a very big way.” 

The candidates who appeared with Farage reflect this strat- 
egy. They included a decorated ex-marine who’s now an envi- 
ronmentalist, a Malaysian ex-nurse, and broadcaster Claire 
Fox, who proclaims herself “a lifelong leftie”. 

Fox was a leader of the Revolutionary Communist 
Party. In the 1970s and 1980s it specialised in finding 
pseudo-Marxist arguments for right wing positions, and in the 
1990s dissolved itself into a neoconservative media coterie. 
Her recent intervention in a left wing pro-Brexit meeting must 
have been her first outing in the real left for decades. 


Plo 

But ian with more genuine left wing credentials have been 
taken in by Farage’s ploy, most notably—and tragically— 
George Galloway. More generally a section of the left that 
campaigned for Leave in 2016, while not going as far as this, 
has shifted in a nationalist direction. Thus, many of those 
supporting a “people’s Brexit” are reluctant to defend free 
movement for European workers. 

We shouldn’t underestimate how dangerous Farage is. 
The Brexiteers are making the running in the Tory crisis. 
They see themselves as the heirs of Margaret Thatcher, who 
successfully combined neoliberalism and nationalism. 

But whereas Thatcher was able successfully to restructure 
British capitalism, the Brexiteers are despised by big business, 
which wants to stick close to the EU. 

The most potent surviving elements of Thatcherism are 
ultra-nationalism and racism. Ideologically Farage is an 
ultra-Thatcherite, not a fascist. 

But Alan Sked, the founder of Ukip, accused him of being 
a racist when they worked together in the 1990s. “Only 
immigration mattered to him,” Sked wrote. 

Farage says he isn’t after a protest vote this time. 

He wants to reconstitute mainstream politics to include a 
strong party of the far right comparable to the Lega in Italy, 
the Rassemblement national in France, or Fidesz in Hungary. 
As with these parties, anti-migrant racism is central to the 
project. 

But to fully exploit the opportunity offered by the Brexit 
crisis Farage must appeal as broadly as possible. 

He must be hoping that a good performance by the Brexit 
Party in the Euro elections, combined with continuing paraly- 
sis at Westminster, might catalyse a serious split in the Tory 
party where a section moves rightwards. 

No one should be fooled by Farage’s soft, inclusive rhetoric 
about democracy. The Brexit Party is about building a much 
stronger far right in Britain. No genuine socialist should be 
hoodwinked into becoming one of Farage’s useful idiots. 
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Trump's attacks on migrants 
show why we must protest 


RACIST US president 
Donald Trump is coming to 
Britain in June for a state 
visit. And apparently he’s 
keen to give people here 
more reasons to oppose 
him. 

His attacks on migrants 
have stepped up a gear. On 
Sunday Trump described 
the US border regime as a 
“Disneyland”. 

“Literally you have ten 
times more families coming 
up because they won’t be sep- 
arated from their children,” 
he said. “It’s a disaster.” 

Holding camps are being 
erected in Texas to detain 
people. Migrants who have 
made it across the border, or 
who are waiting for asylum 
claims to be processed, are 
held in terrible conditions. 

In March migrants were 
kept in a holding pen 
underneath the bridge across 
the border between El Paso 
and Juarez on the Mexican 
side. 


Facility 
They were moved to a tent 
facility which some said was 
worse than the pens under 
the bridge. 

Now more tent detention 
centres are being erected. 

Trump has given a blank 
cheque to immigration offi- 
cials in their fight against 
migrants’ rights. 

Earlier this month he is 
reported to have told Customs 
and Border Patrol (CBP) offi- 
cials to stop asylum seekers 


from crossing the border. 
This is illegal under both US 
and international law. 

This comes as armed mili- 
tias patrol the border to look 
for migrants attempting the 
lethal crossing. They claim to 
be working in coordination 
with the CBP. 

And Trump and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security are intent on 
further militarising the 
southern border. 

The US army is 
reportedly on the cusp of 
granting approval for troops 
to take a more active role 


Assault at Synagogue 


A NAZI has killed 
one person and left 
three others fighting 
for their lives after an 
attack at the Chabad 
of Poway synagogue in 
California on Saturday. 
The killer, John T 
Earnest, posted 
an antisemitic 
statement on the 
Internet. In it he 
also admitted to 
an arson attack 
on a mosque 
in San Diego 
on 24 March. 
The document 
mentions 
Robert 
Bowers as 


an “inspiration”. Bowers 
was the fascist who 
killed 11 people at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue 
in October last year. 

Donald Trump has 
made such attacks more 
likely. He supported 
the far right after its 
mobilisation in 
Charlottesville in 
August 2017. 

Just hours before 
Saturday’s attack 
Trump reiterated 
his support for 
Charlottesville 

protesters, saying 


there were “very 


fine people on 
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there. In particular, the 
Trump administration wants 
them to build and run migrant 
detention camps near the 
border. People resisting 
Trump’s border regime are 
being targeted. 


Charges 

A judge and a former court 
officer face federal charges for 
allegedly helping a migrant 
to evade an Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agent. 

The two could be facing up 
to 20 years in jail. 

Trump has consistently 
sought to create a crisis at 
the border. Earlier in April 
he was forced to back down 
from a plan to close the 
border between the US and 
Mexico completely. 

Much of his attacks are 
grandstanding to solidify his 
base before the 2020 presi- 
dential elections. But they 
have an effect. 

The racist poison drips 
from the top. And it flows 
down to groups of armed 
men roaming the US border 
to deny people fleeing vio- 
lence and poverty the chance 
of a better life. 

Tens of thousands have 
died trying to make the 
crossing from Mexico into 
the US. 

Trump’s regime must be 
stopped. And he must be met 
with mass protests when he 
comes to Britain next month. 


Join the protests against 
Trump's state visit—go to 
bit.ly/TrumpJune 


Anger and 
trauma two 


years after 


Grenfell fire ve 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


ALMOST TWO years after the 
Grenfell Tower fire, people across 
Britain are suffering the “trauma” 
of living in tower blocks with sim- 
ilar flammable cladding. 

Some 176 privately-owned 
residential blocks have been found 
to have similar cladding to that on 
Grenfell Tower and only ten have 
had it removed and replaced. 

In many cases private developers 
or owners are asking residents to 
foot the bill or else continue to live 
in unsafe buildings. 

And a survey by the UK Cladding 
Action Group released last week 
revealed that residents are facing 
“stress,” “anxiety” and “depression” 
as a result. 

Some 196 leaseholders and 
tenants in 21 affected blocks across 
ten councils responded to the 
survey. 

Some 28 percent of them say 
they have experienced anxiety as a 
direct result of the crisis. 


Depression 

And 23 percent have experienced 
depression, while 66 percent have 
had difficulty sleeping. 

Some 158 social housing blocks 
also have similar cladding. Of these 
just 29 have had it removed. 

Fears over safety go far deeper 
than unsafe cladding. 

Decades of safety deregulation 
and fire service cuts mean that fire 
safety checks are carried out by the 
lowest bidder rather than the fire 


brigade. At least 72 people died as 
a result of the fire in June 2016. 

Justice for the people who died 
and their families feels further 
away, not closer. 

Campaigners are gearing up 
for a national protest on Saturday 
15 June (see below). 

This is the day after the monthly 
commemorative Silent Walk on the 
anniversary of the fire. 

It comes as campaigners are 
increasingly frustrated with the lack 
of action from the Tories. 


Indifferent 

Last week the Grenfell United 
campaign group attacked Theresa 
May and her ministers as “indifferent 
and incompetent” who mistook 
their “kindness as weakness”. 

More tension with the state is 
needed. Without it the Tories will 
be able to evade responsibility and 
justice will become an increasingly 
remote prospect. 

A nasty reminder of what that 
looked like came earlier this month. 
Grenfell Tower survivor Mahad Egal 
was told that he and his family were 
to be placed on to the general coun- 
cil house waiting list. 

He was also told that a 
programme to acquire permanent 
homes for survivors “has finished”. 

“It’s shameful. There’s a lack of 
understanding, lack of communica- 
tion and lack of humanity,” he said. 
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system's failings to blame 


THE PUBLIC inquiry into the 
Grenfell Tower fire has warned 
fire chiefs that they are in for a 
rough time when the inquiry’s 
initial report is released. 

The London Fire Brigade has 
been told it will receive letters 
detailing some of the criticisms 
of it within weeks. 

A report by the inquiry will 
follow shortly afterwards. 

Hearings for the first part 
of the inquiry—concerned 
with the immediate events 
surrounding the fire—have 


finished. A report is due by the 
end of the year. 

Whatever mistakes may have 
been made by the fire service, 
they should not deflect from 
the fact the fire was the result 
of systematic failures. 

By focusing on the role of 
firefighters and the fire service 
the inquiry is seeking to divert 
attention from those at the top 
who are responsible. 

Protest to demand justice for 


Grenfell—Saturday 15 June, 12 noon, 
BBC Portland Place, W1A 1AA 
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AROUND 700 people joined a 
march to remember Blair Peach 
and Gurdip Singh Chaggar 

in Southall, west London, on 
Saturday. 

The unity march was organised 
around the 40th anniversary of the 
police murder of teacher Blair. 

Blair died after being clubbed on 
the head at a mobilisation against 
the fascist National Front (NF) in 
Southall on 23 April 1979. 

The march assembled on 
Dominion Street, near where 
a racist had killed 18 year old 
student Gurdip Singh Chaggar on 
4 June 1976. 

Many residents joined it to 
remember how working class 
Asian people had fought back 
against racism and fascist agitation 
in the area. 

Relatives of Gurdip were among 
the marchers. Jatinder Singh 
Chaggar told Socialist Worker, “We 
enjoy freedoms now, but no one is 
taught that it came from struggles. 

“I remember my parents being 
so careful just about letting me out 
of the house.” 

He added, “It’s important 
to remember what happened 
because there was a sense of unity, 
especially after 1976.Until then 


people had tolerated racism.” 

Charan Singh Chaggar added, 
“We should remember those who 
lost their lives so we can walk 
down the street.” 

The march passed through 
Beachcroft Avenue, where the 
Special Patrol Group riot squad 
had clubbed Blair over the head. 

It rallied outside Southall Town 
Hall, where people had fought to 
stop the NF from holding a public 
meeting ahead of the 1979 general 
election. 

Labour’s shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell, who had been 
on the counter-demonstration, 
said, “It was a police riot that 
night. They murdered Blair Peach 
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Hundreds march to remember Blair 
Peach and Gurdip Singh Chaggar 


Fr 


in a police riot.” Jaskiran Chohan, 
a Labour councillor for Southall 
Broadway, addressed the crowd, 
“Today we're facing some of the 
most terrifying moments with the 
rise of racism and fascism.” 

“Just the other week my 
14 year old cousin told me about 
how he was racially abused for 
being brown and ‘smelling like 
curry’,” she said. 

Suresh Grover, who was part 
of the Southall Youth Movement, 
hailed three blue plaques on the 
town hall that were unveiled on 
Thursday of last week. 

They commemorate Blair, 
Gurdip, Misty in Roots manager 
Clarence Baker and the People 
United community centre that was 
trashed by cops on the day of the 
1979 demonstration. 

Paul Holborow was a founder of 
the Anti Nazi League (ANL), which 
had supported the mobilisation 
against the NF in Southall. 

He said, “Blair was a committed 
anti-racist and above all he was 
a socialist—a member of the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

“He came in solidarity with 
brothers and sisters fighting 
against the NF, not just in Southall 
but across the country.” 
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Military try 


to head off 
real change 


in Sudan 


Sudan’s generals are desperate to 
force through a dodgy deal with the 
opposition, writes Charlie Kimber 


THE SUDANESE revolt is in 
danger. The ruling military 
council and opposition alliance 
have reached an agreement to 
form a new body to run the coun- 
try until the next elections. 

The deal was reached during a 
meeting last Saturday between the 
Military Transitional Council and 
the Declaration of Freedom and 
Changes Forces, an umbrella organ- 
isation of opposition groups. 

Details had not been released 
as Socialist Worker went to press 
on Tuesday. But some reports sug- 
gested the army would have seven 
representatives and civilians eight. 

This would not mean any sort of 
fundamental transformation. 

Retaining massive economic 
power and state control, the mili- 
tary would still have effective con- 
trol of the state. 

The deal follows pressure from 
the US, Britain, Turkey, Russia, 
the Gulf states and others to bring 
“stability”. 

Hope lies with the sit-ins and 
strikes that brought down dictator 
Omar al-Bashir and have kept up 
the pressure on the military. These 
continued in the capital Khartoum 
and several other sites at the start 
of this week. 

On Friday of last week dozens 
of buses from Singa, the capital of 
Sennar state in south east Sudan, 
and from the neighbouring state of 
Al Jazirah, arrived in Khartoum. 
They came to support the protest- 
ers in front of the army command. 

“They chanted slogans demand- 
ing the handover of power to 
civilians, arrest of 
the figures of the 
former regime, and 
calling for freedom, 
justice and peace,” 
one of the demon- 
strators told Radio 
Dabanga. 
Workers in 
Port 
Sudan 


General Abdel-Fattah Al Burhan 


BACK STORY 


Sit-ins and strikes forced out 
Sudanese ruler Omar al-Bashir 
last month 

@The protests have continued 
@Workers have played an 
increasingly important role in the 
movement 

@The ruling military and the 
opposition alliance have reached 
a deal 


launched a_ four-day strike last 
week demanding better conditions 
as well as political change. 

Recently hundreds of people 
arrived on what activists called the 
“freedom train” from Atbara to join 
the Khartoum sit-in. 

Atbara, the city of “iron and fire”, 
is the historic birthplace of the 
Sudanese trade union movement. 

It is where the uprising began last 
December. 


Handover 
Meanwhile, leading Muslim figures 
have split over the revolt. 

In his sermon last week 
Dr Adam El Shein, imam of 
El Rahma Mosque in Khartoum, 
urged a rapid handover of power to 
a civilian government. 

“We revolted for the sake of the 
truth, freedom, justice, and peace, 
and to stand with the oppressed,” 
he said. 

On the same day, Muslims at 
the Anas Ibn Malik mosque in 
Khartoum demanded that regime 
supporter Naji Abdallah leave the 
mosque after he denounced the cur- 
rent protests. 

The imam of the Kafouri Mosque 
in Khartoum was also pressed to 
leave the mosque after he criticised 
the sit-ins. 

Only workers can ensure real 
change by using the power of 
strikes and, together with the 
sit-ins, setting up their own demo- 
cratic organisations. 

There must be no cosy deal 
with the military or their imperial 
backers. 


INTERNATIONALS 


POLAND 


Polish school workers’ leaders retreat 


yy ANDY ZEBROWSKI 


A HISTORIC strike of teachers 
and other school and nursery 
workers has been unnecessarily 
ended by the leaders of the 
Polish Teachers’ Union (ZNP), 
the biggest union involved. 

It was the largest indefinite 
strike in the 30 years since 
unions were legalised in 
Poland—over 600,000 people 
took part. 

The strike began on 8 April 
and lasted 19 days—three school 
weeks. It had its ups and downs 
with many expecting that it 
would not last so long. 

In fact, in its last week the 
strike showed a new momentum. 
Street demonstrations in towns 
and cities all over the country 
were bigger and more numerous 
than before. 


Panic 
The government was in a panic 
and passed a special law allowing 
school directors to replace 
teachers in processing pupils for 
their matriculation exams. 
Instead of seeing this as a 
sign of government weakness 
the union leaders backed down, 
fearing further confrontation. 
ZNP leader Slawomir Broniarz 
suggested teachers would strike 
again if their demands were 
not met. But you cannot turn 


workers’ combativity on and off 
like a tap and many are angry. 
Warsaw teacher Patrycja said, 
“We felt as though we had been 


struck in the face” 


But teachers and other school 
workers have not said their 
last word. Many local leaders 
had emerged in schools and 
nurseries. Contacts were made 


between schools and 


inter-school strike committees 
were formed in many cities. 

ZNP member Agnieszka Kaleta 
said, “We do not know yet 
whether striking has entered our 
blood. Let’s hope so!” 


Andy is a member of Pracownicza 
Demokracja (Workers’ Democracy) 


ALGERIA 


Bouteflika’s clique in trouble 


THE NOOSE is 
tightening around 
the corrupt clique 
that surrounded 
former Algerian 
president Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika. 

Four brothers 
from the Kouninef 
family who were 
close to Bouteflika’s 
brother Said have 
been arrested over 


non-compliance with 
state contracts. 
Former chief 
of police and 
Bouteflika ally 
general Abdelghani 
Hamel is also to 
appear before a 
judge this week. 
“We want this 
system to leave 
and all the thieves 
to be judged,” said 


teacher Zohra on 
one of Friday’s 
protests. 

The protests show 
no signs of abating 
despite attempts to 
stop people taking 
to the streets. 

They must 
continue, along 
with the strike 
movement, to win 
real change. 
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Get ready 
to fight for 
our NHS 


WHITE CITY is a deprived 
but diverse community with 
specific health needs. 

Sadly and cruelly, 
Hammersmith Hospital 
Accident and Emergency in 
west London was shut 
down to the detriment of 
our community. 

Until our NHS is 
renationalised and its 
budget ringfenced, our NHS 
and its vital outreach 
services are not safe with 
this Tory government. 

Don’t doff your soft cap. 
Keep your hard hat on for 
the struggle to sustain and 
save our NHS. 

Thank you to all who 
are doing that. Those who 
are vulnerable rely on it. 

Desi Cranenburgh 
West London 


Where's the 
justice for 
Blair Peach? 


BLAIR PEACH worked at 
my dad’s school and I met 
Blair when I was a young 
woman a number of times. 
He came to visit my dad. 

I do not understand, nor 
ever will, why his death 
was not investigated. Jack 
Straw promised to look into 
it, but never did. 

I knew Blair, he was such 
a gentle and kind person. 

Why was no one ever 
brought to account for his 
murder? I always 
remember him, especially 
on the anniversary of his 
murder. 

I want the truth, but it 
would seem I will never 
get it. 

Suzanne 
Kent 


Don’t ignore allegation 
of rape facing Assange 


I AGREE with Cathy Porter 
that we should be against 
the deportation of Julian 
Assange to the US 
(Letters, 24 April). 

But this is precisely what 
Socialist Worker said. 

Perhaps the real issue is 
that Socialist Worker also 
said that supporters of 
Assange can’t ignore the 
rape allegations that have 
been made against him. 

I hope Cathy Porter also 
agrees they can’t be pushed 
aside or the women 
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e must destroy capitalism 
before it wrecks our planet 


I HAVE been part of Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) in York since 
December. 

From the first meeting it was 
clear that the people involved 
were completely focused on 
waking the world up to the climate 
catastrophe we face. 

This emergency requires 
emergency tactics and crucially 
directly challenging the system as 
a whole. 

Our group travelled by coach to 
London together and on the first 
Monday of the rebellion was 
responsible for blocking one of the 
roads into Parliament Square. 

Different groups worked in 
shifts and were able to block the 
traffic from large areas of London. 

Walking around a traffic-free 


belittled. We need to 
defend Assange against the 
US state—and also support 
Chelsea Manning. 

A federal appeals court 
on Monday denied her a 
release from jail on bail, 
and upheld a lower court’s 
decision to hold Manning in 
civil contempt for refusing 
to testify before a grand 
jury. Manning has shown 
great courage. Let’s back 
her. 

Alice Willis 
West London 


Same old 
racism with 
Change UK 


PERHAPS THE class 
collaborating Change UK 
party should rebrand itself 
No Change UK? 

It seems that the same 
old racism—one of the 
justifications given by 
former Labour MPs who 
joined it—is still around. 

Within 24 hours of 
announcing their 
candidates, two stepped 
down. One stood down for 


London gave an inspiring glimpse 
of what a city centre with a decent 
free public transport system and 
no need for cars could look like. 

Dancing in Oxford Circus with 
people singing, “The people have 
the power,” felt like the start of a 
movement that inspires hope in a 
better world. 

A world that feels achievable if 
people are willing to stand up to 
the state. 

XR refuses to let business as 
usual continue. Governments 
around the world have failed and 
there is no time left to allow them 
to continue to fail. 

As I am writing this XR activists 
are blocking the Stock Exchange 
holding signs saying, “You can’t 
eat money.” They are right. While 
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Romanian. 


stating that 90 percent of 
pickpockets on the 
London Underground are 


The other for saying 
black women scared him 
because, “I was chased by a 


profit remains the motivating force 
of our system we can’t save our 


planet. 
Either capitalism dies or we do. 
Julie Forgan 
York 


HLONDON MAYOR Sadiq Khan 
said he shares protesters’ “passion 
about climate change”. 

He went on to urge a return to 
“business as usual”. 

Business as usual has brought 
us to the edge of the abyss with 
only 11 years at most to avert a 
catastrophe threatening the 
natural world and human 
civilisation. 

All power to Extinction Rebellion. 

Sasha Simic 
East London 


Not much change on offer from Change UK 


black whore in 
Amsterdam”. Anyone 
voting Change UK will soon 
realise that they have been 
short changed. 
John Curtis 
Ipswich 


ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS 


Justa 
thought... 


Let’s build XR 
everywhere 


GREAT reporting by 
Socialist Worker on the 
Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) demos. Many 
thanks—hard to find 
elsewhere. 

Some of us can’t get 
to London—for reasons 
of work, childcare, 
expense, etc. 

As well as urging 
people to come to 
London, ideas as to what 
we can do to support the 
demonstrations and the 
movement? 

Thank you. 

Julia Richardson 
Swansea 


Gl AM a lifelong 
Socialist Worker Party 
type socialist, and now 
involved with XR as 
well as library and NHS 
campaigns. 

XR is impressive, 
and we all should be 
supporting it. 

Shan Newhouse 

On Facebook 


Rich laugh at 
housing chaos 


THIS HAPPENED in 
Elephant and Castle 
in Southwark, south 
London (Labour 
promises to end slum 
housing, SW online, 
24 April). 

Local authority 
residents were promised 
the right to return to 
upgraded apartment 
blocks where their now 
demolished council flats 
had been. 

But the developer 
didn’t stick to the 
agreement and sold 
the luxury flats to the 
highest bidders, making 
a mint. 

Now taxpayers are 
paying for the former 
residents to live in 
poorly converted office 
blocks on an industrial 
estate in Harlow. 

Meanwhile, the 
developers are left to 
enjoy their profits. 

Brian Eggleston 
On Facebook 


Smears target 
Polish strikers 


I'M CURRENTLY in 
Poland (School’s out in 
Poland, Socialist Worker 
24 April). 

The level of 
government propaganda 
in collaboration with 
public television and 
a massive amount 
of right wing media 
to smear teachers is 
mindblowing. 

Tories should be 
learning from them. 

Rafal Ziemak 
On Facebook 


ee... FEATURE 


Extinction Rebellion protests have 
highlighted the urgent danger posed 
by climate change. Sarah Bates looks 
at two of the group’s key demands— 
and asks how we can win them 


CENTRAL Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) demand 
is for the media and the 
government to “tell the 
truth” about the threat 
of climate change. 

Why isn’t analysis of climate chaos 
filling the pages of every newspaper 
and featuring in every TV bulletin? 

And why isn’t every MP acknowl- 
edging the threat and throwing 
their political weight behind making 
changes? 

It’s not true to say that newspapers 
and TV don’t report some elements of 
a changing climate. 

Extreme weather events such as 
2018’s record-breaking heatwave or 
wildfires receive extensive coverage. 
The press sometimes quotes climate 
experts who explain that damage to 
the environment is due to human 
action. 

And the International Rebellion, 
organised by XR, featured in many 
publications. 

But the media don’t say that climate 
change is built into the wasteful and 
unsustainable system of capitalism. 

And it often reports climate change 
in narrow terms. For example, the 
Daily Mail newspaper featured a 
double-page spread on “how climate 
change could damage your pension”. 

The Financial Times newspaper 
carried analysis of how capitalists 
would have to change investments 
in the wake of climate chaos. 

The mainstream media in general 
backs a bosses’ view of the world. 
That isn’t because of some conspiracy 
but because of how the media is run. 


Wealthy 


A handful of extremely rich people, 
who have an interest in defending the 
system, own the mainstream media. 
Rupert Murdoch, for instance, owns 
over 175 titles worldwide. 

And media owners have a layer of 
well-paid managers and editors who 
often come from wealthy backgrounds 
and so tend to share their world view. 

The media can include a variety 
of ideas—some mainstream papers 
are obviously more right wing than 
others, for instance. But all agree on 
which ideas are beyond the pale. 

None of them argue for overthrowing 
capitalism and for running society in a 
radically different way. 

They accept the limits and prior- 
ities of the system, and this affects 
their coverage. For instance media 


Trump—climate change denier 
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Protesting against fracki 


coverage of fracking has focused 
heavily on the stocks and shares of 
key fossil fuel companies. 

A fall in the share price of key 
fracking company Ineos is presented 
as disastrous news. 

Less space is devoted to explaining 
why fracking has been so deeply 
resisted. 

If mentioned at all, it’s presented as 
the moral beliefs of a few individuals. 

More column inches are given to 
whether Jim Ratcliffe—Ineos CELO— 
will live abroad because he doesn’t 
want to pay tax. 

MPs’ failure to acknowledge the 
reality of climate change reflects 
their role in society too. They largely 
come from relatively privileged 
backgrounds and, even if they don’t, 
their MPs’ position cuts them off from 
working class people. 

Their big pay packets and bene- 
fits mean they can live very different 
lives to the vast majority of ordinary 
people. And they all represent polit- 
ical parties that aim to manage the 
current system. 


Benefit 

Many are on the boards of compa- 
nies and regularly mix with bosses 
and other wealthy people. If that isn’t 
enough to ensure they don’t rock the 
boat too much, they are lobbied by 
bosses to push policies that benefit 
the rich. 

Last month an InfluenceMap 
report revealed the largest five fossil 
fuel companies spent £153 million a 
year lobbying in the US. In the run-up 


Firms publicly 
support climate 
action but privately 
lobby against 
binding policy’ 
ee] 


CAN THE WORL 
CARBON-FRE 


to the US midterm elections in 2018, 
£1.5 million was spent on targeted 
social media adverts. 

All of this affects what politicians 
see as important. 

So in March, the House of 
Commons held its first debate on 
climate change in two years—to a 
mostly empty chamber. And just 90 
MPs—out of 650—have signed a 
motion calling for the government to 
“declare a climate emergency”. 

Rather than standing up to the 
fossil fuel companies that are pollut- 
ing our world, the government grants 
them huge subsidies and tax breaks. 


And claims from bosses that they are 
becoming “greener” are lies. 


Dwarfed 

Edward Collins, author of the Influ- 
enceMap report, said these firms 
“publicly support climate action while 
lobbying against binding policy. 

“They advocate low-carbon solu- 
tions but such investments are 
dwarfed by spending on their fossil 
fuel business.” 

As climate change becomes more 
extreme, and resistance grows, it will 
increasingly rub up against the logic 
of the capitalist system. 


That’s partly why politicians advo- 
cate solutions based on individual 
consumer choices. Tories such as 
Michael Gove are happy to throw 
their weight behind a ban on plastic 
straws. 

Focusing on small changes takes 
attention away from demanding a 
more fundamental shift in society. 

Politicians and the press don’t tell 
the truth because it exposes a system 
that is rigged against ordinary people 
and the planet. 

We need urgent and radical change 
to stop catastrophic climate change— 
and capitalism can’t deliver it. 


How could we decarbonise? 


Phase out petrol and diesel cars 


Install proper insulation in all buildings 


Increase levels of forested land 


More solar, tidal and wind power 


Invest in free and regular public transport 


ll 


Socialist Worker 


Only a revolution can deliver the 
change needed to save the planet 


RAPID reduction in 
greenhouse gases will 
be essential to fight 
climate change. These 
emissions are the biggest factor in 
the global temperature rise. 

There is almost universal 
agreement that there must be a 
reduction in carbon emissions. But 
there are disagreements in how long 
it will take and how to achieve it. 

The goal is to be “net zero”. This 
means a level where much lower 
emissions are offset by technology 
that captures carbon or by “carbon 
sinks”—a natural environment like a 
forest that can absorb carbon. 

In a report last year, the United 
Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change said greenhouse 
gases would need to be at net zero 
by 2050. It said that only such a 
drastic reduction would avoid the 
most catastrophic climate change. 

But Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
goes further—demanding that the 
government acts now to ensure 
emissions are at net zero by 2025. 

Some say this is impossible. James 
Murray, editor of the Business Green 
website, said the demand is “at the 
counter-productive/all but impossible 
end of the ambition spectrum”. 

But he also said a “brave and 
competent” government could deliver 
changes “within months if it treated 
the ‘enormous crisis’ of climate 
change as seriously as it professes”. 


Transformation 

Currently Bhutan—a country that is 
72 percent forest—is the only nation 
that is carbon neutral. Making more 
countries carbon neutral requires 

a transformation of the energy, 
manufacturing and transport 
sectors, and huge political, social 
and economic changes. 

The 2008 Climate Change 
Act commits Britain to reducing 
carbons levels so they are at least 80 
percent less than their 1990 levels. 
According to the environmental 
think tank Green Alliance, Britain 
will struggle to achieve this. 

“Basically all our success so far 
have been through energy,” it said. 
“Most of that has been through the 
phase-out of coal.” 

But with all coal plants due to 
shut by 2025, there will need to 
be an immediate shift towards 
renewable energy. 

In 2017 renewables accounted for 
30 percent of electricity generated 
in Britain. Of this, wind generated 
13.8 percent, solar 4.2 percent and 
hydropower 1.8 percent. 

And in the EU wind power 
produced around 11.5 percent of 
electricity in 2017 and accounted 
for around 55 percent of newly 
installed energy. This capacity 
would need to increase massively. 

It takes around two months to 
install a wind turbine—but years 
to manufacture them, organise 
permits, and so on. 

The Renewable UK think tank 
said that at the current rate of 


Protester arrested on Westminster 
Bridge on the London Extinction 
Rebellion protest last month 

(top) Shambolic environment 
secretary Michael Gove promised 
campaigners he was ‘listening’ to 
their demands (middle) But when 
the House of Commons met to 
debate after school climate strikes 
earlier this year the chamber was 
almost empty (above) 


progress there will an 18 percent 
shortfall in low-carbon electricity 
demand by 2030. 

Governments should launch 
projects in lagoon, wind turbines 
and solar farms. And these should 
remain in public hands—not used 
as an opportunity to hand lucrative 
contracts out to private firms. 

This will make expanding 
renewables much cheaper. 

Transport is the sector with the 
highest emissions, and would need 
to be transformed. Road transport 
makes up 75 percent of global 
transport emissions with air and 
shipping making up most of the rest. 

And it’s forecast that between 
2015 and 2030 annual passenger 
traffic will increase by 50 percent 
and there will be an extra 1.2 billion 
cars on the road. Investment in 
roads would need to be diverted to 
a zero-carbon energy system. 

We would need to nationalise and 
expand public transport, and cut the 
number of cars. And we would need 
electric-powered vehicles. 

The Tory government says it wants 
to ban new diesel and petrol cars 
from 2040. That is decades too late. 


Proposals 

Labour promises to ban fracking, 
support renewables and work for a 
just transition to green jobs. It said 

it will invest in home insulation 
provided by local authorities to 
tackle reliance “on energy companies 
and market mechanisms”. 

Free bus travel for under 25 year 
olds, a publicly-owned railway and 
retrofitting cleaner engines are 
also part of Labour’s proposals. All 
are welcome—but achieving them 
means challenging the logic of profit. 

The solutions required to 
decarbonise already exist, according 
to a review from Imperial College 
London last year. Co-author Paul 
Fennell said that “solutions are 
available for even the hardest 
problems, but we are collectively not 
tackling some of the easier ones”. 

“What is necessary is nothing short 
of a new industrial revolution— 
making more with less, and with 
fewer carbon emissions,” he added. 

The necessary steps to decarbonise 
Britain by 2025 would transform the 
lives of ordinary people. It’s not in 
the interests of capital to do it. But 
it is possible if we fight to radically 
transform the system we live in. 

Ordinary people are capable of 
taking charge of society and running 
it in the interests of the vast majority. 
It is possible to have a world where 
we collectively decide what we 
produce and how we produce it, and 
to live in a sustainable way. 

The threat of catastrophic climate 
change exposes how urgent it is that 
we scrap this poisonous system. 

Decarbonisation is desperately 
needed. And calling for it shows up 
the inaction of the politicians and 
the rich. But winning it, particularly 
on the timescale we need, will take a 
much bigger movement for change. 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON & 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


BRADFORD 

System change not 
climate change 

Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink), 
BD5 0BQ 
HUDDERSFIELD 

A Marxist History of 
the Labour Party 

Wed 22 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP 

Book launch with author 
Charlie Kimber 
NORWICH 

How can we builda 
sustainable future? 
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, 
NR22SA 

NOTTINGHAM 

Can we build a sustainable 
socialist society? 

Wed 8 May, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
System change not 
climate change 

Thu 9 May, 7pm, 

Central United 
Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St, 

$12JB 

SOUTHAMPTON 

A Marxist History of 
the Labour Party 

Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
October Books, 

189 Portswood Rd, 
S017 2NF 

Book launch with author 
Charlie Kimber 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

What is socialism? 

Mon 6 May, 6pm, 

The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB10 1JG 

BIRMINGHAM 

Brexit shambles, Labour 
splits—how can we 

end Tory rule? 

Wed 8 May, 7pm, 

the Adam & Eve, 

201 Bradford St, 

B12 0JD 

BRISTOL 

The ‘snowflake generation’ 
—what do we say 

about free speech? 

Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

BURNLEY AND PENDLE 
Socialists, anti-racism and 
Brexit—where next? 
Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CAMBRIDGE 

Is Marxism relevant today? 
Thu 9 May, 7.30pm, 

River Lane Centre, 

River Lane, CB5 8HP 
CARDIFF 

50 years after Stonewall 
—Pride, protest and 
LGBT+ liberation 

Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, 

CF24 4HX 
CHESTERFIELD 
#MeToo—sexism 

and the system 

Thu 9 May, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 

S40 1QN 


DERBY 

Universal Credit —the 
Tories’ war on the poor 
Thu 9 May, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Rd (next 

to Britannia Mill, 

DE22 3BL 

EDINBURGH 

Trish civil rights 50 
years on—the case for 

a united Ireland 

Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, 

EH1 2JL 

EXETER 

Sudan and Algeria 
—resistance, revolt 

and revolution 

Wed 8 May, 7pm, 

The Exeter peace shop, 

31 New Bridge St, 

EX4 3AH 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Zombie capitalism—why 
is the system failing? 
Wed 8 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

HULL 

The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on— 
why does institutional 
racism still exist? 

Thu 16 May, 7pm, 

Cafe licious, 

104 Cottingham Rd, 
HU67RZ 

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE 
Trish civil rights 50 
years on—the case for 

a united Ireland 

Thu 9 May, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA11TX 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Tiananmen Square—when 
China was in revolt 

Thu 9 May, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


LIVERPOOL 

Sudan and Algeria 
—resistance, revolt 
and revolution 

Thu 9 May, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
22 School Ln, 

L13BT 

LONDON: HACKNEY 
The‘snowflake generation’ 
—what do we say 
about free speech? 

Thu 9 May, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E50PU 

LONDON: NEWHAM 
Politics of the mind— 


Marxism and mental distress 


Wed 8 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park), 
E15 1HP 

LONDON: SOUTH 

Music and the politics 
of resistance 

Wed 8 May, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
Brixton, 

SW21EP 

LONDON: SOUTH EAST 
Bauhaus 1919-2019 
—design and the 
German Revolution 
Wed 8 May, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge, 

9 Giffin St, 

Deptford, 

SE8 4RH 

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL 
Do we need violence 

to end capitalism? 

Wed 8 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 

M25NS 

NORWICH 

What willa revolution 
look like? 

Thu 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, 
NR22SA 


OXFORD 

Can the Green New Deal 
stop climate change? 
Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building, 
Manzil Way, 

OX41YH 

PLYMOUTH 

System change not 
climate change 

Sat 4 May, 7pm, 
Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 
PL46LF 
PORTSMOUTH 

Are humans and animal 
different? Marxism 
and consciousness 
Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre, 
River’s St, 

P05 4EZ 
SCARBOROUGH 

No borders! Why 
immigration controls 
are racist 

Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile, 

94 Falsgrave Rd, 
YO12 5AZ 

SWANSEA 

50 years after Stonewall 
—Pride, protest and 
LGBT+ liberation 
Thu 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 0BP 

TELFORD 

A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party 
Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade, 
Wellington, 

TF11PY 


EVENTS 


{ MOVEMENT } 


DORSET SOCIALISTS 

What are the roots of racism 
and how do we fight it? 

Sat 4 May, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club, 

Colliton Park, 

DT11XJ 


é 
THE GREAT March of Return at the Gaza border 


GLOBAL 

Climate strike for the future 
Fri 24 May, 1lam 
Parliament Square and 
locations nationwide 
bit.ly/24Maystrike 

national 

LONDON 

Oppose Tommy Robinson 
at the High Court 

Tue 14 May,1lam 

The High Court, 

Strand, 

WC2A 2LL 

Hosted by Stand UpTo Racism 
and Unite Against Fascism 
LONDON 

Not the Eurovision— 

Party for Palestine 

Sat 18 May, 8.30pm-3am 
Favela London, 

65 Crowndale Road, 
NW11TN 

NATIONAL 

Forum—how can we stop 
the far right across Europe? 
Sat 1 June, 1pm, 

National Education Union, 
Hamilton House, Vabledon PI, 
WC1H 9BD. 

Hosted by Stand UpTo Racism 
NATIONAL 

Together against Trump — 
stop the state visit 

Tue 4 June, 12 noon 

Central London 
bit.ly/TrumpJune 

NATIONAL 

Marxism Festival 2019 

4-7 July, People’s Palace, 
Queen Mary University, 

Mile End Campus, 

E14NS. 

Go to marxismfestival.org.uk 


CONTACT 


Phone 020 7840 5600 
Email 


\ 
\ 


“London E16 9EJ ~ 


\ enquires@swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 74955, 


| 


BOOKMARKS 


The Labour 
Party—a_ 
Marxist history 
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and 
Charlie Kimber 


a. 
Blair 
Peach 


Blair Peach— 
socialist and 


anti-racist 
by Nick Grant and 
Brian Richardson 


REVIEWS & CULTURE ¥@ 


Stanley Kubrick exhibition 
IS one for the die-hard fans 


London’s Design Museum revels in the director’s minute attention to detail and 
has niche interest because of this, but it’s still good, writes Simon Basketter 


FILM EXHIBITIONS often amount 
to no more than memorabilia. This 
exhibition about film director Stanley 
Kubrick has higher ambitions. 

You enter by a section of orange 
carpet from The Shining (1980), with 
its hypnotic dead-end pattern. 

Kubrick’s shots often lead the 
eye towards an off-screen vanish- 
ing point and the exhibition starts 
with a minute-long supercut of such 
compositions. 

Symmetry is a thing in Kubrick— 
unending corridors, the twins, the 
maze, but also the trenches in Paths 
of Glory (1957), the barracks in Full 
Metal Jacket (1987), the Star Gate 
sequence and looming monolith in 
2001: A Space Odyssey (1968). 

There is intent in the structure of 
the exhibition, and there are new 
relics. The film-by-film section of the 
show makes thematic links between 
projects. 

So Paths of Glory, Spartacus 
(1960) and Full Metal Jacket are 
clustered for their depictions of the 
battlefield, while Lolita (1962) and 

A Clockwork Orange 
nestle together 
with a focus 
on sex and 
controversy. 

The most 
elaborate dis- 
plays—The 
Shining, 
Barry 
Lyndon 


a 
The elaborate costumes of Barry Lyndon 
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(1975), Dr Strangelove (1964) and 
finally 2001, together perhaps 
because design elements were in the 
foreground. 

The argument is that the films 
were masterpieces of strategic plan- 
ning, advancing every element 
meticulously towards their common 
goal. 

Kubrick’s attention to detail is 
on display everywhere here. Look, 
there’s that very typewriter with a 
sheet of paper bearing the hugely 
spaced out words repeated over and 


Kubrick’s films such as 2001 


over. Look, there is the same sheets 
paper with the repetitions in other 
languages for overseas distribution. 


Unexpected 
The detail is often indeed wonder- 
ful—the Saul Bass story boards for 
Spartacus, the models of the sets of 
Dr Strangelove and 2001. The assidu- 
ous snaps of east London streets to 
check out sets for Eyes Wide Shut 
(1999) are an unexpected beauty. 
There are margin comments on 
source books—pages from Stephen 


Kubrick communes with an astronaut 


King’s The Shining, with “Danny sees 
the blood” scrawled in red ink down 
one side. 

Script notes, memos about produc- 
tion and casting have a terse finality. 

“This is how it types,” we read on 
one blank sheet of paper—new sta- 
tionery Kubrick was testing out—with 
“this is how it takes ink” scrawled in 
red below. 

In Kubrick’s films, humanity and 
the systems we create collide—we’re 
enslaved to the war machine, or 
capitalism, or technology—and we 
get crushed underfoot or sometimes 
driven mad. 

“Kubrick” was and is a brand, and 
it’s easy to critique his genius as a 
form of tyranny similar to the ones 
he scrutinised. 

If you are a Kubrick fan then this 
is the Harry Potter Studio Tour with 
intellectual airs and graces. If not, it’s 
£16 to look at a monkey suit and a 
typewriter. As a fan it was brilliant. 
Stanley Kubrick—The Exhibition 
Until 15 September at the 
Design Museum. £16 


Vox Lux is a bold vision, but loses its politics along way 


FILM 


VOX LUX 
Directed by Brady Corbett 
On limited release 


A BRUTAL school shooting 
in Statten Island, New 
York, is the start of a 
glittering pop career in 
Vox Lux. 

Celeste is 13 when one 
of her classmates comes in 
and shoots her teacher in 
front of her. The student 
goes on to gun down her 
class, and shoot Celeste 
through the neck in the 


a song she has written— 
becoming an overnight 

sensation. Record deals, 
label wrangling, sex and 


moving song she 
performs at the memorial 
service is replaced with 

a slew of glittering pop 


drugs follow. 

Then comes her 
comeback tour almost 
20 years later. 

Always within 
Celeste’s wild success 
is the harrowing 
memory of how she 
got her big break. 
Because of this, 
the audience is 
encouraged to side 
with her despite 
bad behaviour 


process. and racist 
She survives and, at a outbursts. i 
memorial service performs The Natalie Portman as Celeste 


numbers that starkly 
contrast with the 
traumatic story behind 
her rise to fame. 
As Celeste 
says, “I don’t 
want people 
to think too 
hard. I just 
want them to 
feel good.” She 
J) takes her own 
advice as 
well, 
leading 


to 


compounded trauma down 
the line. 

A narrative voiceover 
by Willem Dafoe adds a 
fantastical 
once-upon-a-time quality 
to the proceedings. It 
creates another layer of 
contrast with the messy 
and often violent events on 
screen. 


Shooting 

The significant moments 
in the narrative come as 
terrible things happen. 
There is the initial school 
shooting, then later 9/11 
marks the conception 

of Celeste’s child. And a 
terrorist attack on a beach 


similar to the 2015 Port el 
Kantaoui attack in Tunisia 
is the background to her 
comeback tour. 

This is a visually 
arresting film. 

Director Brady Corbet’s 
technical skill holds 
the viewer’s attention 
throughout the two and a 
half hours. 

Yet the philosophical 
and political points it 
tries to make about the 
state of pop culture are 
meandering and it lack a 
sharp focus. 

Maybe that’s intentional, 
but it leaves a sense that 
something is missing. 

Sam Lorde 
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SCULPTURE 


KIMSOOJA—TO BREATHE 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
Until 29 September 


FOR OVER 25 years South 
Korean conceptual artist 
Kimsooja has used the form 
and idea of “bottari”—the 
South Korean word for a 
bundle wrapped in fabric. 

Kimsooja identifies it as 
“a self-contained world— 
but one which can contain 
everything materially and 
conceptually”. 

In addition to the 
physical act of sewing, 
Kimsooja considers the 


Part of the installation at YSP 


concept metaphorically. She 
sees the body as a needle 
that weaves together the 
fabric of lives and cultures. 


EXHIBITION 


EXTREME IMAGINATION— 
INSIDE THE MIND’S EYE 
Royal Albert Memorial 
Museum & Art Gallery, Exeter 
Until 2 June 


THIS EXHIBITION displays 
the work of 22 artists with 
aphantasia—a medical 
condition that means you 
can’t visualise things before 
seeing them—and its 
opposite condition 
hyperphantasia. 


TOP 5 BOOKS 
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation 
Judith Orr 


Feminism for the 99% 
Cinzia Arruzza, 

Tithi Bhattacharya and 
Nancy Fraser 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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HEN people 

take action 

outside the 

parliamen- 

tary system, 

they can 
start to experiment with new 
forms of what democracy 
could look like. 

From Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) to the Yellow Vests in 
France, movements have 
become a focus for deep anger 
in society. And many of those 
involved are looking for alterna- 
tives to the limited democracy 
we currently have. 

Many more feel that there is 
a gulf between themselves and 
politicians who make decisions 
that affect their lives. 

Voting is an important right 
won by past movements for 
greater democracy. But under 
the present setup, political 
participation by the majority 
of people is mostly limited to 
elections. 

Politicians are all too keen 
to emphasise that Britain is a 
“representative democracy”. 
But after people cast their vote, 
they’re expected to let MPs get 
on with the “business” of run- 
ning the country. That makes for 
a very unrepresentative system. 

One idea to make politi- 
cians more accountable is set- 
ting up a citizens’ assembly 
(see right). XR has called for 
the government “to create and 
be led by the decisions” of an 
assembly on climate justice. 

Instead of democracy being 
an individual right restricted 
to elections, it can become a 
collective process of coming to 
decisions together. 

Ordinary people, who are 
told they don’t know enough to 
have a real say, can start to have 
an input into policy. 

But how could politicians be 
made to implement the deci- 
sions that people want, rather 
than water them down? 

Politicians aren’t just unac- 
countable because they’re out 
of touch with people’s lives. 
There’s also a question of 
economic power and class. 

Many of the really impor- 
tant decisions in society aren’t 
made in parliament, but in the 
banks and multinational corpo- 
rations that dominate British 
capitalism. 

They make the important 
economic decisions about 
where to shift investments and 
resources, or whether to drill 
for oil for instance. It all comes 
down to what is profitable, not 
what’s good for people or the 
planet. 

Business can also put pressure 
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XR has shown a 
powerful 
antidote to 
parliamentary 


democracy 
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After people cast their vote, 
they’re expected to let MPs 
get on with the “business” of 
running the country 


on governments to drive down 
workers’ and environmental 
protections or slash corpora- 
tion tax. If banks and bosses 
threaten to move their money, 
even a left wing government can 
be brought to heel. 

The setup of the state, and the 
way that it runs, reflects this. 

Only a small part of the state is 
elected. The vast majority of the 
state machinery—from top civil 
servants to the police force— 
aren’t bound by democratic 
accountability and serve the 
interests of the rich. 

So to stop democracy being 
so limited, we would need 
economic as well as political 
democracy. That means taking 
democracy beyond the sphere 
of “official politics” and driv- 
ing it into every workplace, 
university campus, school and 
community. 

This could be done through 
workplace councils. Who’s best 
placed to run a school or set 
the curriculum? The CEO of a 
privately-run academy chain— 
or teachers and the school 
students themselves? 


Control 
Faced with a widespread 
and coordinated movement 
demanding more control, the 
ruling class would be forced to 
fight to maintain its rule. 

Such a situation opens the 
door to real revolutionary 
change—in which workplace 
and community councils could 
work together to plan how to use 
sustainably the Earth’s resources 
to meet people’s needs. 

This would take economic 
power away from the banks, 
fossil fuel companies and gay 
agribusiness and put it 1 


into the hands of people. NEH 5 


That’s why bosses 
have always tried to 
restrict even the most 
basic forms of workers’ 
democracy. 

Previously, union |g) 
mass meetings in ; 
workplaces could dis- nN 
cuss how to respond 
to bosses’ attacks and 
workers could vote 
to strike with a show of 
hands. 

Governments then 
enforced statutory ballots for 
strikes, taking away collective 
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An Extinction Rebellion citizens’ assembly 
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REAL SAY 


Is the present set-up what democracy looks like? If not, what 


does it really mean? And who creates this democracy? 
Tomas Tengely-Evans answers the questions 
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Demanding change 
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\, neighbourhood committees, 
OS they grow to taking over the 


debate and decision-making. 
More recent anti-union laws 
placed even further restrictions 
on ballots. 

Workers’ control of the 
economy would be key to a 
sustainable, socialist society. 

But democratic bodies can’t 
just be created separate from 
struggle. In the past, they 
have emerged during periods 
of heightened resistance and 


Often beginning as strike or 


y running of society in opposi- 
tion to the state. 
There were similari- 
ties between councils made 
up of ordinary people in the 


Iranian Revolution in 1979, 


the Hungarian Revolution in 


1956 and the beginning of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. 

While we’re nowhere near to 
setting up these sorts of bodies, 
when people fight back it can 
raise the question of democratic 
organisation. 

XR has shown a powerful 
antidote to parliamentary 
democracy—taking action, 
whether it’s blocking the streets 
or occupying buildings. 

This activity begins to move 
people’s political participation 
beyond the ballot box. If you’re 
in an occupation, sit-down or 
strike, it all takes organisation. 

And as a movement grows, it 
has to work out how to involve 
the largest number of people in 
a democratic decision-making. 

During this process, indi- 
vidual’s ideas change too. As 
people change the world, their 


ideas change with it. Old, right 
wing ideas belonging to the old 
system can be defeated. 

In Sudan the uprising against 
former dictator Omar al Bashir 
and the military has involved 
mass sit-ins in the capital 
Khartoum. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of people have debated 
the way forward, along with 
bigger questions in society. 

A recent article in the 
Financial Times newspaper 
said, “One cannot know for sure 
what Russia felt like in 1917 as 
the tsar was being toppled, or 
France in 1871 in the heady, 
idealistic days of the short- 
lived Paris Commune. But it 
must have felt something like 
Khartoum in April 2019.” 

The Yellow Vests in France 
have also worked towards 
alternatives to representative 
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democracy. Sometimes 
These have involved assem- 
blies in towns and cities. And 
last month an “Assembly of 
Assemblies” involved over 700 
delegates from groups across 
France. 

This debated how to take the 
struggle forward, but also how 
to democratise society. 

It called for “government of 
the people, by the people, for 
the people” and was suspicious 
of leaders claiming to act on 
people’s behalf. 

These struggles and 
movements offer hope that 
another world is possible. 

We have to build the 
movement and deepen the 
struggles as part of a fight for 
a democratic society where 
working class people are in 
charge. 


KEY demand 
of Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) 
is setting up a 
citizens’ assembly. 

The movement 
wants the government 
to “act now to reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to a net 
zero by 2050”. 

And it wants 
ordinary people— 
through citizens’ 
assemblies—to direct 
politicians in making 
the changes to tackle 
climate change and 
make the transition. 

At a mass gathering 
at Marble Arch 
hundreds of XR 
supporters debated 
how to take the 
movement forward. 

XR nationally 
describes how a 
citizens’ assembly 
could work. “Citizens’ 
assemblies are a group 
of randomly selected 
citizens, from 100 
to 1,000 in size, that 
represent a microcosm 
of society,” it says. 

“They are brought 
together to make 
political decisions, 
particularly on 
issues that are too 
controversial for 
politicians to risk 
their careers.” 

XR isn’t the only 
group taking up the 
idea of a citizens’ 
assembly and there 


reform on abortion law 
What’s a citizens’ 
assembly for? 


aren’t set ideas about 
what an assembly 
might look like. 

And there is a 
danger to that. 

Quite often when 
politicians back or 
call for citizens’ 
assemblies, it’s a 
reactionary move. 

Former right 
wing prime minister 
Gordon Brown has 
called for a citizens’ 
assembly on Brexit. 

He sees it asa 
way to resuscitate 
ideas that back the 
neoliberal status quo. 

In Ireland the 
government set up 
a citizens’ assembly 
of 100 people to 
play for time on 
abortion law reform. 

And last week 
Scottish National 
Party first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon 
recommended 
setting up a citizens’ 
assembly to discuss 
how Scotland 
should be run. 

That’s partly an 
attempt to defuse 
growing calls for 
an independence 
referendum ahead 
of a march of tens of 
thousands this week. 

The key is whether 
people remain 
mobilised to make sure 
the politicians aren’t 
let off the hook and 
to win real change. 


@The State and 
Revolution 

by Vladimir Lenin 

Go to bit.ly/StateAndRev 


@The Revolutionary Ideas 


of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos £9.99 
Available at Bookmarks. 


Phone 020 7637 1848 or 


go to 
bookmarksbookshop. 
co.uk 


FOCUS ON 
HOUSING 


Warenousing London's poor 
—Inside a housing scandal 


Labour has said it 
would stop developers 
housing people in 

old office blocks. But 
its own councils are 
putting tenants there, 
writes Alistair Farrow 


RHYS LIVES in a tiny studio 
flat in Templefield House 
in Harlow, Essex. It’s one 
of a growing number of 
office blocks that have 
been converted into flats. 
Rhys was moved there, 
on what he thought 
was a temporary basis, 
by Epping council. 
Now Harlow and 
Epping councils have told 
him there are no other 
housing options for him. 
And Rhys said that the 
block’s owner, Caridon 
Property, has treated him 
badly. “I’m on Universal 
Credit and have got severe 
mental health problems,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 
“Caridon knew, but took 
me to court over late rent.” 
He added, “I’ve been 
bounced between Epping 
and Harlow councils—both 
are saying they have no 
duty of care to help me.” 
The Tories changed rules 
to allow property developers 
to convert office blocks 
into flats without planning 
permission in 2013. 
The result is the same as 
when any new market opens 
up—a free-for-all for bosses. 


Smaller 
Developers began making 
studio flats, which were 
smaller than new-builds 
are required to be by law. 
One office block 
conversion in Ilford, east 
London, saw flats as small 
as 13 metres squared. 
When councils don’t 
want to deal with people 
in similar situations to 
Rhys, they are left to the 
mercy of developers. 
But people who can 
afford to pay a bit more 
in rent are also affected. 
Developers can cram 
dozens into office conversions 
and charge them up to £1,000 
a month, and sometimes 
more, to live in small studios. 
In Croydon, south London, 
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LUKAS PAYS £1,000 a month for living in an old office b 


BACK STORY 


Tory regulation changes 
in 2013 let developers 
convert office blocks into 
housing without planning 
permission 


@Labour pledged to stop 
this happening last week 
@But Tory and Labour 
councils are sending 

people in desperate need of 
housing to office blocks 
®@Councils tell people it will 
be temporary and then later 
say that they’ve discharged 
their duty of care 


the AA Homes & Housing 
developer has converted three 
office blocks into poky flats. 

Lukas lives in the firm’s 
block at 5 Sydenham 
Road in Croydon. “The 
flats are really small,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“When you cook the 
whole flat stinks.” 

Lukas pays £1,000 a 
month for the studio. 

He said that companies 
such as AA charge so much 
“Decause they can”. 

“Everything is so expensive 
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Planning rule 
changes led to 
a free-for-all 
for property 
developers 
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lock 
here, so they can get away 
with it because people need 
somewhere to live,” he said. 

Across the road from 
Lukas’s flat is another 
bloc, also owned by AA. 

The front door is left open, 
meaning people can just walk 
in. The back door is a fire 
door that has a lock on it. 

“T pay £950 a month 
to live here,” Tamara told 
Socialist Worker. “It’s a lot 
and the flat is small. There 
are offices all around here 
as well—it’s annoying. It can 
get noisy and interrupt my 
sleep—I work shifts so the 
noise can be very disruptive. 

“Sometimes you don’t feel 
like you are in your home.” 


Conversions 
There are many examples of 
these sorts of conversions. 

Socialist Worker revealed 
blocks at Terminus House in 
Harlow last November and 
Prospect House in Brent, 
west London, last month. 

Labour pledged last 
week to reverse the Tories’ 
loosening of regulations— 
but that’s not enough. 

The party leadership 
should be pressuring 
Labour-run councils not to 
work with landlords making 
these developments. 

And councils have the 
ability to block developers 
from turning office buildings 
into flats—although they 
can’t reverse conversions that 
have already taken place. 

The scandal is the latest 
manifestation of the housing 
crisis and hammers home 
the need for a programme 
of council house building. 
Tamara is a pseudonym 
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Spain's elections show up far right threat 


by DAVID KARVALA, a member of 


Marx 21in pe 


ELECTIONS IN Spain on 
Sunday saw the PSOE, the 
party of the current prime 
minister Pedro Sanchez, 
win an impressive victory 

The Labour-type party saw 
its vote rise from 5.4 million 
votes in 2016 to 7.5 million 
votes. It now has 123 seats 
compared to its previous 85. 

Sanchez is much more 
moderate than Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

But only two years ago, the 
right wing old guard of the 
PSOE ejected Sanchez from 
the leadership. 

He fought back and won 
the leadership again, so this 
election result is a slap in the 
face for that old guard. 

But Sanchez has kept the 
Catalan political prisoners — 
who have not been convicted 
of any crime—in jail. 

He has stopped refugee 
rescue ships from operating, 
and maintains the main ele- 
ments of neoliberal economic 
policies. 

The radical Podemos 
party and its different coa- 
litions fell from 71 seats to 


42. When it was launched 
in 2014, Podemos was 
presented as the great new 
hope for the left. Now it 
is effectively just another 
reformist party. 

Its main aim in these elec- 
tions was to obtain enough 
seats to form a government 
with the PSOE. 

Many people thought that 
if what was needed was a 
PSOE government, they 
should vote PSOE. 

The vote for the main con- 
servative party, the PP, fell 
disastrously. 

It went from 137 MPs and 
7.9 million votes to 66 MPs 
and 4.4 million votes. 


Strategy 

This is a serious defeat for 
the party’s new leader, Pablo 
Casado, and his strategy of 
trying to deal with the rise of 
the far right by copying it. 

But the big story on the 
right is the rise of Vox, which 
has grown from almost noth- 
ing to over 10 percent in less 
than a year. 

Vox includes both populist 
right wing elements and fas- 
cists and is mainly winning 
support in richer areas. 

The two towns with the 


LEADER OF the Labour-type PS 


highest income per person 
in the whole of the Spanish 
state—both in the outskirts of 
Madrid—delivered a massive 
vote for the far right. 

Even though the worst 
predictions of 30, 40 or more 
seats were not fulfilled, 24 far 


right MPs is very bad news. 

It makes it all the more 
important to continue to 
build movements such as 
UCFR—the Catalan sister 
movement of Stand Up To 
Racism—across the whole of 
the Spanish state. 


OE Pedro Sanchez casts his vote 


The centre left pro-inde- 
pendence party, Esquerra 
Republicana de Catalunya, 
won the elections in Cata- 
lonia with 24 percent of the 
votes. The Socialist Party 
took 23 percent. 

The Catalan issue will not 


go away as the majority of 
Spanish parties would like. 
There is no alternative to 
respecting Catalan people’s 
democratic right to decide 
their future. 


Prisoners 

These elections were excep- 
tional in Catalonia, not 
only in the results, but also 
because several of the suc- 
cessful candidates are politi- 
cal prisoners and on trial in 
Madrid’s supreme court. 

Some of the chal- 
lenges have already been 
mentioned. 

There is an urgent need 
to build united movements 
against racism, fascism and 
the far right. 

The Catalan issue is a key 
issue for the left and progres- 
sive forces across the Span- 
ish state. But most the left is 
incapable of taking a princi- 
pled position over it. 

Finally the crisis of 
Podemos confirms the urgent 
need to build a coherent anti- 
capitalist left. 

We need a left commit- 
ted to linking with people in 
struggle, and a broad move- 
ments to deal with the seri- 
ous challenges before us. 
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The Sats don’t work—they 
just make things worse 


Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has said his party will scrap the hated Sats 
school tests. Sadie Robinson spoke to people about why they should go now 


LO MILLIONS of primary school 
Yast children across England are 
cramming for the hated Sats tests. 
The tests, which focus on English 
and Maths, do nothing to help their 
education. 

Instead they are used to rank 
schools and teachers—and to justify 
more privatisation in education as 
the “solution” to poor grades. 

But there is a growing mood 
against the tests. Earlier this month 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn told 
the NEU education union confer- 
ence that Labour would scrap them. 
And the NEU is set to ballot next 
month for a boycott of Sats in pri- 
mary schools. 

Stefan is divisional secretary of 
the NEU in Ealing, west London, and 
has a daughter who is preparing for 
the Sats. 

He told Socialist Worker, “My 
daughter is having nightmares. Her 
friends think that if they don’t do 
well enough in the Sats, they won’t 
be able to go to the secondary school 
they want to.” 


Stressful 

Melanie, a parent in Cambridge, has 
a ten year old son who is preparing 
for the Sats. 

She told Socialist Worker, “The 
process leading up to them has been 
really stressful. 

“They seem to have been doing 
Sats every day ever since year 6 
started. I don’t think they’ve learnt 
anything new.” 

Stefan said tests stop children 
enjoying learning. 

“They feel like a cog in a machine,” 
he said. “They are just jumping 
through hoops.” Children sit Sats in 


PRIMARY SCHOOL children should not be tested 


years 2 and 6, when they are aged 
around seven and 11. 

But fear of the tests affects parents 
of even younger children. 

Former reception worker Desi told 
Socialist Worker, “I have known par- 
ents of five year olds asking if they 
should get extra tutoring for their 
kids so they can ‘catch up’ with their 
maths. 

“There is this constant stress of 
feeling, ‘I’m not good enough’. 

But you want children to have fun. 
Education is about curiosity, not just 
passing tests.” Sats caused outrage 


in recent years by becoming so dif- 
ficult that teachers and parents com- 
plained that children were being “set 
up to fail”. 

Melanie said, “I bought a book 
about how to help children with 
Sats. My son and I did the test in the 
book and both got some questions 
wrong. He’s dyslexic. 

“How can he get them all right if 
I can’t?” 

Melanie is angry that her son’s dys- 
lexia won’t be taken into account— 
and that other problems children 
may have are ignored. “Because 


all they are doing is Sats, my son is 
being told he’s a failure every day,” 
she said. 

“He’s ten years old and the sys- 
tem’s not meeting his needs. 

“I felt relief when Jeremy Corbyn 
said that Labour would get rid of 
Sats. I would support any action by 
school workers that sends a clear 
message against them.” 


On other pages... 
Ly What does democracy look 


like?>>Pages 14&15 


How many reasons do we need to scrap the tests? 


st ALAN GIBBONS, children’s author 


LO SATS SHOULD go. 
f— They should have 
gone a long time ago. I 
first launched “Authors 
Against the Sats” soon 
after their introduction 
in the early 1990s. 
Alongside other 
educationalists, I argued 
that they were crude, 
inaccurate, dishonest, 
time-consuming and 
contrary to the interests of 
the children doing them. 
The first thing you 
notice about the Sats 
is that they distort the 


entire school year. They 
transform schools into 
tracking and testing 
factories and marginalise 
the truly enriching 
activities that should be 
at the heart of education. 
The tests’ defenders say 
teachers can soften 
their impact, 
introducing them 
in a way that the 
children don’t 
know they’re 
being tested. If 
they have to 
be sugared 
in this way, 
what’s 
the 4 


o 


1 ra 
Author and activist Alan Gibbons 


point? They are also not 
remotely standardised 
or valid as indicators 
of children’s abilities. 
Hardly a year has gone 

by without these tests 
being reformed, rejigged 
and reinvented. If they 
were genuine assessment 
tools, why have they 
, had to be altered 
\, endlessly and why do 
} they co-exist with so 
\ many other banks 
of summative 
testing? 

Early 
childhood 

in 
particular 


should be protected 

from high stakes, high 
pressure testing. It should 
be a time of exploration 
and excitement, not one 
of drill and drudgery. 


Languish 
Even in their own terms, 
Sats don’t work. The 
Tories love the Pisa 
education rankings, 
but here British kids 
languish far behind 
countries such as Finland, 
which steer clear of this 
rollercoaster of testing. 
That would give any 
government with a 
genuine interest in our 


children’s wellbeing 
pause for thought. 

They have a negative 
impact on children’s 
mental health. In a 
Children’s Society survey, 
British kids came second 
in the league table of 
unhappiness. Testing is 
only one factor, but it is 
impossible to argue it is 
not a significant one. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s speech 
at the National Education 
Union conference should 
inspire every child, 
parent and teacher to 
hasten the end of these 
regressive tests. Change 
is long overdue. 


Teachers ballot 
over boycott 


»\ NEU union 
fe 


members across 
England will begin an 
indicative ballot on 

4 June over whether to 
back a boycott of Sats. 
This could see a formal 
ballot in the autumn, and 
a boycott of the tests 
next year. 

Union activists are 
currently organising to 
get the biggest possible 
turnout and yes vote in 
the ballot. Go to page 18 
for more details. 


Author failed 
test on her book 


je AUTHOR Pat 
@~ Thomson failed 
to get full marks on 
an English Sats test 
in 2003—which was 
based on one of her own 
stories. 
She wrote in Socialist 
Worker at the time, “If 
| couldn’t get full marks 
on this, who could? The 
answer seems to be 
children who have been 
trained to pass the Sats. 
“It is not for children 
who think outside the 
frame.” 


HISTORY & THEORY &> 


The rising 


in 1820 was |. 


to the state 


The Radical War in Scotland 

two centuries ago saw a mass 
strike movement, plans for 
armed rebellion—and then bitter 
government repression, writes 
Charlie McKinnon 


N 24 July 1820 the Lord 

President of the High Court 

in Glasgow sentenced the 
radical activist James Wilson to be 
hung, drawn and quartered. 

Wilson who had been found 
guilty of high treason, then stood 
up and defiantly addressed the 
court. 

“I have neither expected justice 
nor mercy here,” he said. “I have 
done my duty to my country. I 
have grappled with her oppressors. 

“I am ready to lay down my 
life in support of these principles 
which must ultimately triumph.” 

Wilson was later executed in 
front of a crowd of over 20,000. 

A few weeks later his fellow 
radicals John Baird and Andrew 
Hardie were also executed for high 
treason. 

So ended the Scottish 
insurrection of 1820. Variously 
known as the Radical War of 1820, 
the Radical Rising or Scotland’s 
Peterloo, it has not attracted the 
coverage that one might have 
expected of a major upheaval that 
shook the British state. 

The rebellion was a 
revolutionary insurrection against 
the government by a radical 
movement for political reform 
that had grown frustrated by the 


One of the 1820 
leaders said, ‘If we 
succeed it will not 
be a rebellion, it 


will be a revolution’ 
SSS SSS) 


government’s contemptuous and 
repeated dismissal of its demands. 
The radicals wanted universal 
suffrage, annual Parliaments and 
payment of MPs. 

The rising began on 1 April 1820 
when a proclamation signed by 
The Committee of Organisation for 
forming a Provisional Government 
was displayed across Glasgow and 
other areas of central Scotland. 

It called for a strike but also 
urged soldiers to rebel. 

Around 60,000 workers obeyed 
the strike call—a remarkable 
number at a time when the 
working class was very small. 


Glasgow’s Lord Provost Henry 
Monteith noted with alarm, 
“Almost the whole population of 
the working classes have obeyed 
the orders contained in the 
treasonable proclamation.” 

The strike and the rebellion 
that followed were supposed to 
be coordinated with a rising by 
English radicals. 

The Scottish radicals had been 
stockpiling weapons and were 
drilling in preparation for revolt. 
But the rising in England did not 
materialise. 

Nonetheless a small group of 
35 radicals led by Hardie and Baird 
marched on the Carron Iron works 
in Falkirk in an attempt to seize 
arms and munitions. 

They were intercepted near 
Kilsyth by troops of the 10th 
Hussars and the Stirlingshire 
Yeomanry. 

After a brief skirmish, in which 
both soldiers and radicals were 
wounded, 20 of the radicals 
including Baird and Hardie were 
taken prisoner. 

Another group of radicals led 
by James Wilson marched from 
Strathaven 15 miles outside of 


| N A letter to the Home Office, 
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A MURAL remembering the later movement for parliamentary reform 


Glasgow to link up with radicals 
thought to be planning an attack 
on Glasgow. 

At a meeting before they set out 
John Stevenson, one of the leaders, 
said, “If we succeed it will not be a 
rebellion, it will be a revolution and 
we shall receive the gratitude and 
thanks of a free and happy nation.” 

However, hearing news that 
the insurrection had failed they 
disbanded and tried to return 
home. Twelve were arrested 
including Wilson. 

A further disturbance took place 
at Greenock, outside Glasgow, 
when soldiers escorting radical 
prisoners came under attack from 
an angry crowd determined to free 
them. Ten people were killed by 
the soldiers. 

The catalyst for the radical 
rising was the Peterloo massacre 
at Saint Peter’s Field Manchester 
on 16 August 1819. Then cavalry 
and yeomanry charged unarmed 
demonstrators calling for 
parliamentary reform. 


HE BLOODY repression at 
T Peterloo triggered a wave of 
solidarity protest meetings 
across Scotland. A memorial 
rally of about 5,000 radicals 
in Paisley resulted in clashes 
between protesters and cavalry 
which provoked a week of rioting. 


A plaque remembering the executions 
of John Baird and Andrew Hardie 


However, the causes of the radical 
rising ran deeper than Peterloo. 

Widespread economic distress 
fuelled political discontent. It was 
made worse after 1815 by the huge 
increase in unemployment at the 
end of the Napoleonic wars. 

Returning soldiers sought 
employment and workers in the 
armaments industry were laid off. 

Increased competition for jobs 
encouraged ruthless employers to 
cut wages. 

The Tory government’s shift to 
taxation on the products people 
bought led to big increases in the 
prices of staple goods. 

This meant widespread poverty 
and near-famine conditions in 
some parts of Scotland. 

The number of trade unions 
had also grown in the first decade 
of the 19th century, formalising 
divisions between workers and 
bosses. 

This led to a number of bitter 
strikes which helped radicalise 
workers. 

In 1812 over 40,000 weavers, 
regarded as the vanguard 
of Scotland’s radical reform 
movement, struck for higher 
wages. 

After eight weeks they were 
starved back to work. 

In the years leading up to 
Peterloo and the Radical Rising of 
1820 the radical reform movement 
in Scotland put its energies into 
petitioning Parliament for reform. 

In October 1816 a meeting 
of over 40,000 radicals at 
Thrushgrove just outside Glasgow 
agreed to petition Parliament for 
reform. 

The government 
contemptuously dismissed the 
petition. 

Home Secretary Lord 
Sidmouth said the radicals 
“had Parliamentary reform in 


their mouths but rebellion and 
revolution in their hearts”. 

The failure of the petitioning 
movement convinced many 
radicals that “moral force” would 
not shift the government and 
that “physical force’—armed 
rebellion—was necessary. 

This was reinforced by the 
memory of the brutal suppression 
of the radical reform group the 
Friends of the People and its 
successor the United Scotsmen in 
the 1790s. 

There is debate surrounding 
aspects of the 1820 rising. 


OME nationalist historians 

argue that the rebellion 

failed because government 
agents provoked the rising before 
the radicals were fully prepared. 

They also argue that the rising 
was a nationalist uprising which 
aimed to set up an independent 
Scottish parliament. 

But there is no real evidence for 
either claim. 

The failure of the Radical Rising 
convinced many radicals of the 
need to continue establishing 
trade unions as a means of 
securing gains for working class 
people. 

It also inspired the movement 
for reform which culminated in 
the Great Reform Act of 1832 
and the Chartist agitation across 
Britain in the 1830s and 40s. 

The rising showed an emerging, 
militant and combative working 
class engaging in a revolutionary 
struggle against the British state. 

Central to its strategy was 
a mass general strike and an 
attempt at a general insurrection. 

The Radical Rising of 1820 
was a hugely significant event 
and should be celebrated as an 
important part of our shared 
radical history. 
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IN BRIEF 


Shameful act by 
Theatre UK bosses 


UK THEATRE, the theatre 
bosses’ organisation, has 
reneged on a promise of 
annual pay increases. 

The Bectu union put ina 5 
percent pay claim for 2018- 
19. But bosses’ proposals 
for increases in basic pay 
were all linked to decreases 
in other payments, such as 
Sunday and Bank Holiday 
working. 

Helen Ryan, Bectu 
assistant national secretary, 
said, “It is a shame that they 
are choosing to leave workers 
without a nationally agreed 
pay award.” 


Aswan song for 
Anne Marie Waters 


AROUND 250 people joined a 
“Anti Racist Festival” against 

the far right For Britain party 

in Swansea last Saturday. 

Musicians, poets and 
speakers joined the counter- 
mobilisation organised by 
Stand Up To Racism. 

Around 40 people listened 
to the For Britain leader Anne 
Marie Waters. 

Social media comments 
indicate they were frustrated 
at their turnout and at how 
counter-protesters drowned 
out their rally. 

Alan Thomson 


Bristol students 
stage rent strike 


AROUND 130 students at 
Bristol University are on rent 
strike. 

Their demands include 
affordable rent of no more 
than 30 percent of the 
maintenance loan. 

Other demands include 
access to emergency housing 
as well as management 
transparency over university 
accommodation budgets. 
@Go to bit.ly/RentStrikeBristol 


Engine workers 
back pay strikes 


MANUFACTURING workers 
at a Somerset firm could be 
headed for walkouts after 
voting by 83 percent for 
strikes over pay. 

The Unite union members 
work at Trelleborg Sealing 
Solutions Bridgwater. The 
company manufactures 
specialist seals for high 
pressure engines. 

Workers rejected a 
2.8 percent pay offer. 


Resistance heats 
up in Sellafield 


WORKERS AT Sellafield 
nuclear plant in Cumbria 
were set to begin a ten-day 
strike for higher pay this 
Friday. 

The 180 Unite union 
members, employed by 
outsourcer Mitie, work as 
security guards, cleaners, 
caterers and vending, laundry 
and environmental workers. 

The action will follow a 
six-day strike that began on 
Wednesday of last week. 


REPORTS 


UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
a = 7 


7 
ON THE picket line in Tower Hamlets college 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


College strikers back 
further action on pay 


ue SADIE ROBINSON 


UCU UNION members at 
Lambeth College unanimously 
voted to continue strikes on 
Monday of this week. 

The workers were beginning 
a three-day walkout over pay 
and conditions. 

Bosses made a new “offer” 
late last week and asked 
workers to suspend the strike. 

But a mass meeting on 
the picket line on Monday 
unanimously voted to stay out. 

Striker Jim told Socialist 
Worker, “The offer was a 
3 percent pay rise for us, 0 
percent for managers and 
improvements on contracts for 
new starters. 

“But there was nothing 
definite—it was all up in the 
air. And then the principal told 


TOWER HAMLETS 


UCU UNION members at 
two east London campuses 
of New City College—which 
were formerly Tower Hamlets 
College—began a three-day 
walkout on Tuesday. 

Striker Theseus said, “I’ve 
been in education since the 
early 1980s. I’ve seen it go 


GENERAL SECRETARY ELECTION 


us that they might take back 
an extra five days holiday they 
had previously promised.” 

Workers are demanding a 
5 percent rise following years 
of real terms pay cuts. 

And they also want 
improvements to contracts that 
bosses brought in that give 
newer staff worse conditions. 


College 
UCU members at the college 
struck in November, January 
and March. 

Now Unison union members 
at the college are balloting 
for strikes, and could walk 
out with UCU members next 
month. 

Bosses’ last-minute call for 
workers to suspend their action 
angered pickets. 

UCU rep Mandy explained, 
“We notified management of 


from a fairly decent job to 
something that’s difficult to get 
people into. 

“At some point you have to 
stand up and fight.” 

Striker Suzanne painted a 
picture of a college in crisis. 

“We have less staff due 
to cuts and now they aren’t 


the strike on 12 April. But they 
didn’t respond until the 23rd— 
and said they didn’t read the 
email before because they were 
on leave.” 

Striker Nadia said, “They’re 
just playing games.” 

Steve agreed. “I don’t see 
why they couldn’t have had a 
meeting with us last week,” 
he said. 

“T think they’ve left it so late 
to try and get us on the back 
foot.” 

Magdalena said bosses had 
sent “a message that we can’t 
trust them”. 

And Frank added, “I get 
the feeling they change what 
they say every day. They give 
you false hope and you don’t 
want false hope—you want 
something real.” 

@Send messages of support to 
mandybrowncow@yahoo.com 


recruiting,” she said. “People 
are leaving and lots are off 
with stress.” 

UCU members at the 
Hackney campus of New City 
College will start a ballot for 
strikes on Thursday. 

For a longer version go to 
bit.ly/collegestrikes 


Jo McNeill unveils vision for UCU union 


VOTING HAS begun in the 
election of the UCU union’s 
next general secretary. 

Activists at universities 
and colleges across Britain 
have organised hustings to 
hear candidates debate the 
future of the union. 

The UCU Left, which 
Socialist Worker supports, 
is backing Jo McNeill for 
general secretary. 

She marked the start of 
the election by launching her 
Higher Education manifesto. 

Jo said, “Higher education 
is being ruined by market 
values and cynical managers. 

“We need to step up and 


Left candidate Jo McNeill 


take higher education back.” 
Jo appealed to activists to 
help her in the campaign. 
@Go to jomcneill4gensec.com 
Longer version available at 
bit.ly/UCUVotingBegins 


MUCU UNION members at 
Winchester university are 
balloting for strikes to save 
jobs. 

Bosses have threatened to 
scrap 55 posts—around 10 
percent of the workforce. 

They blame increased 
pension costs. 

The union has demanded 
that bosses rule out 
compulsory job cuts. 

Students have backed the 
fight to save jobs, and held a 
protest in March. 

The ballot ends on 
Thursday of next week. 
@Messages of solidarity to 
simon.boxley@winchester.ac.uk 


SCHOOLS 


Teachers test support for 
a boycott of the hated Sats 


ACTIVISTS IN the NEU union 
are organising in advance 

of an indicative ballot for a 
boycott of Sats in primary 
schools in England. 

Primary school children 
face two rounds of the hated 
tests (see page 17). The NEU 
annual conference agreed 
last month to ballot all 
primary school members for 
a boycott of Sats in 2019-20. 

An indicative ballot will 
begin on 4 June. 

Jess Edwards is a primary 
school teacher in south 
London and an NEU national 
executive member. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“We've started contacting 
reps and providing resources 
about opposing Sats. 

“We will be ringing all 
activists, and encouraging 
people to hold meetings in 
their schools.” 

Stefan Simms is divisional 
secretary of Ealing NEU in 
west London. “We have a 
reps’ meeting next week and 
we'll be discussing how best 


BASELINE TESTING 


Parents, teachers and childre 


to get the vote out,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“NEU activists everywhere 
need to organise meetings 
before the half term so we 
can hit the ground running.” 

Sally Kincaid, divisional 
secretary of Wakefield and 
District NEU, said workers 
there met last week to 
discuss the ballot. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“When I told one teacher we 
were balloting for a boycott 
said, ‘What can I do to help? 
My best year of teaching was 
the last time we boycotted.’ 

“We will visit schools 
without union reps over the 
next few weeks.” 

@Longer version available at 
bit.ly/SatsBallot 


MTOGETHER FOR Education 
—a day of celebration, 
campaign planning and 
rallying. Saturday 22 June, 
12 noon, Central Hall, 
Westminster, London. 

@Go to bit.ly/togethered to 
register 


n march on Downing Street 


‘Don’t test four year olds,’ 
say parents and teachers 


CHILDREN, parents, school 
workers and others marched 
on Downing Street on 
Thursday of last week to 
demand an end to “baseline 
tests”. 

The tests will be inflicted 
on four year olds within days 
of them arriving at school in 
reception classes. They will 
cause horrible stress and are 
used to rank schools against 
each other. 

Emma Morrison, a reception 
teacher in London, told 
Socialist Worker, “The results 
get put into a database and 
used to track schools’ progress. 

“Tt’s just another part of the 
Tory agenda in schools.” 

Primary school teacher 
Abeda Patel agreed. “The 
tests aren’t going to tell you 
anything that as a teacher you 
don’t already know,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“We can assess children 
without these tests.” 

Parent Gemma spoke to 
protesters as they gathered at 
Parliament Square. She said 


the idea of testing four year 

olds was absurd, asking, “Have 

politicians met four year olds? 
“One day you'll ask them 

what two plus two is and they 

will say four. Another day they 

will say bananas.” 
Demonstrators marched 

to Downing Street to hand 

in a petition against baseline 

testing. 


Chanted 


On the way they chanted, “We 
are little, we are brave—we 
are more than a score.” 

It was organised by the 
More than a Score campaign 
and has won backing from 
a number of MPs and 
councillors. 

Labour MP Jack Dromey 
told protesters, “We are 
capable of winning when we 
get organised, mobilise parents 
and put pressure on MPs. 
Ordinary people can change 
the world in which they live.” 
@To get involved with 
the campaign go to 
morethanascore.org.uk 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
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CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 


Fight on after vote for 


Workers get ready to strike 
against Labour-run councils 


a national pay strike 


oe NICK CLARK 


PCS UNION activists are 
debating the way forward 
after members voted to 
strike over pay, but didn’t 
quite meet the turnout 
threshold demanded by Tory 
anti-union laws. 

Members of the PCS, 
who work in major govern- 
ment departments, voted by 
79 percent to 21 percent for 
strikes over pay. 

The turnout, at 48 percent, 
was the highest ever achieved 
in the history of PCS. 

But it was a whisker lower 
than the 50 percent required 
under the Tories’ 2015 
anti-union laws. 


Cuts 


Civil service workers are 
fighting to break years of 
below-inflation pay rises of 
1 percent—effectively a 
decade of pay cuts. 

It means the average 
civil servant, on a salary 
of £26,000, is worse off by 
£2,100 a year. 

Colin, a worker at the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions in Glasgow, said, “I 
need a wage increase to help 
me survive from day to day. 

“By the end of the month 
I struggle as I have almost 
nothing left and sometimes 
have to use my credit card 
putting me further into debt.” 

The result shows there 


PCS UNION members on strike at the BEIS business de 


are tens of thousands of civil 
service workers who want a 
fight over pay and who could 
give a lead to others. 

It’s also an improvement 
on a national strike ballot 
over pay last year, which had 
a turnout of 42 percent. 

It shouldn’t be the end 
of the pay campaign. The 
best response would be to 
defy the law and call action 
anyway. 

Sections of the union that 
want to push ahead and 
strike over their pay claims 
should be supported. 

And another national 


strike ballot shouldn’t be 
ruled out. 

Whatever happens, the 
work done by activists to 
build the national campaign 
and strengthen union organi- 
sation can be built on. 

Candy Udwin, a member 
of the PCS’s national execu- 
tive committee, told Socialist 
Worker, “We were right to go 
for a national ballot. And we 
have to find ways to fight.” 

She added, “We’ve identi- 
fied strengths and weaknesses 
and we can start to address 
them. The key is rebuilding 
workplace organisation.” 


Postal workers say they're ready to strike 


POSTAL WORKERS have 
said they could ballot 

for national strikes over 
management bullying 
and attacks on terms and 
conditions. 

Members of the CWU 
union voted at their annual 
postal industry conference 
this week for a motion that 
said they could ballot for 
industrial action. 

It comes as top bosses 
at Royal Mail try to push 
through changes that will 
lead to job cuts. 

One delegate told the 
conference that “Royal Mail 
are preparing for a battle— 
we have to be prepared to 
fight back.” 

The motion said that 
there is a “growing toxic 
workplace culture” in Royal 
Mail offices. 

An agreement between 


the CWU and Royal Mail 
signed early in 2018—the 
Four Pillars agreement— 
had promised a “change in 
culture” to deal with bullying. 
Instead Royal Mail 
workers felt that in many 
cases the bullying had got 
worse—leading to walkouts 
across the country. 


Walkouts 


Amarjite Singh from South 
East Wales Amal branch said 
in his area there had been 
“five unofficial walkouts—in 
offices where there had 
never been one before.” 

Rob Wotherspoon from 
Bristol and District Amal 
said, “There’s no doubt that 
there’s been an increased 
number of walkouts and 
strike ballots.” 

Much of the motion also 
dealt with attempts by 


Royal Mail bosses to make 
changes to parcel deliveries 
that could cause job losses. 

The Four Pillars 
agreement was meant to 
allow for changes that dealt 
with falling letter volumes 
and increased parcel volumes 
while protecting jobs and 
conditions. Yet bosses now 
want workers to deliver 
larger parcels separately to 
normal deliveries. 

This could allow them to 
cut deliveries, extend delivery 
routes and change delivery 
times—threatening job loss 
and increased pressure. 

Ralph Ferrett from 
Plymouth and East Cornwall 
Amal said, “The plan is that 
our members do more work 
for less. We’re going to have 
to fight to stop that. We 
might be looking at a war 
situation again.” 


partment in April 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


MELECTIONS FOR the PCS 
union assistant general 
secretary and the national 
executive are a chance to vote 
for a fighting strategy. 
Socialist Worker calls for a 
vote for Lynn Henderson for 
assistant general secretary. 
She wants to “get the 
Tories out of government 
and to organise to win”. 
Vote Democracy Alliance 
candidates for the national 
executive. The elections run 
until 9 May. 
@For further information go to 
Vote Lynn Henderson for AGS 
on Facebook 


AIRPORTS 


WORKERS AT Aberdeen 
airport have voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes. 

Unite union members could 
walk out over a pay claim and 
changes to their pensions. 

The ballot saw an 88 percent 
vote for strikes on an 80 percent 
turnout. 

They are fighting to keep 
their defined benefit pension 
scheme. 

Owners AGS Airports 
offered a 3 percent pay rise 
for workers at Aberdeen 
and Glasgow aiports, but no 
agreement has been reached 
on the pension proposals. 


MPLANNED STRIKES at 
Heathrow airport were 
called off last week after a 
new pay offer was tabled. 

Some 300 baggage 
handlers and check-in staff 
were due to walk out. 

In a separate dispute, 
120 workers at Luton airport 
have accepted a new pay 
offer and suspended action, 
that was also due to start on 
Friday of last week. 


TWO COUNCILS are seeing a 
fightback by workers. In both 
of them, every single councillor 
is from the Labour Party. 

Customer service assistants 
at Sandwell council in the 
West Midlands are set to begin 
industrial action on Friday of 
next week. 

The 14 members of the 
Unite union voted by a 
stunning 100 percent for 
action on an 86 percent 
turnout. They are fighting 
over job grading. 

Workers are refusing to 
undertake any work that they 
were not assessed on. 

This includes refusing to 
exchange information with 
other council departments, 
contractors or the private 
sector. 

They will also not deal with 
any anti-social behaviour, 
homelessness cases or eviction 
queries. Unite estimates a 
correct job evaluation process 


would mean the workers earn 
an extra £5,000 a year each. 

Meanwhile Newham council 
in east London is facing action 
from three different groups of 
workers after gas managers 
vote for strikes. 

Council bosses withdrew 
a call out payment in 
December—worth about 
£550 a month—making them 
thousands of pounds poorer. 

It comes as 75 workers in 
housing repairs and 45 refuse 
workers are voting on strikes. 
All three groups of workers are 
members of the Unite union. 


ELECTIONS ARE taking place 
in the Unison union for the 
national executive. Socialist 
Worker backs candidates 
campaigning under the “Vote 
for action—vote for change” 
banner for a fighting union. 
@For a full list of candidates 
campaigning for change go to 
unisonnecelections.weebly.com 
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GMB UNION members struck at M&S supplier Bakkavor in 


! } | 


Bo’Ness, West Lothian, for two days last week over pay 


NHS 


Fighting the outsourcers 


OUTSOURCED catering 
workers at two South 
Yorkshire hospitals plan to 
strike for three days a week 
for the whole of May. 

The Unison and GMB 
unions at Doncaster & 
Bassetlaw NHS Hospitals 
Trust were set to hold their 
first walkout on Wednesday 
of this week. 

They are demanding that 
Sodexo bosses pay them the 
same rate as workers directly 
employed by the NHS. 

Unison members plan 
three further sets of strikes 
on 7-9 May, 15-17 May and 
20-22 May. 

Unison slammed Sodexo 
bosses. “Sodexo say that 
each contract stands on its 
own and refuse to dip into 
their billion pounds worth of 
profit to pay staff,” it said. 

“But they propose bringing 
in Sodexo staff from other 
contacts to try to break the 
strikes.” 

It added, “Governors were 
assured that catering workers 
would receive NHS pay when 
they took the decision to 
privatise the service. Those 


assurances seem empty now.” 
The walkout in Doncaster 
follows victories over pay in 
Liverpool and Bolton, Greater 
Manchester. Outsourcer 
OCS at Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital was forced to pay 
NHS rates last month. 


MNGMB UNION members 
protested for higher pay 
outside three hospitals in 
west London on Tuesday. 
They are demanding that 
Sodexo pays support staff 
more than the minimum 
wage of £8.21 an hour. A GMB 
member said, “I clean blood 
and faeces, day in and day 
out. I think Iam worth more 
than the minimum wage.” 


MSECURITY GUARDS at 
Southampton General 
Hospital were set to begin 
a two-day walkout on 
Friday of this week. 

The 21 Unite union 
members want outsourcer 
Mitie to improve equipment. 

The workers have already 
held two 24-hour strikes and 
plan to escalate to a 72-hour 
strike from 7 June. 
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CHAOTIC TORIES’ 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


THERESA MAY and the 
Tories should go now. 

Socialist Worker went to 
press before local elections 
were held this week, but 
every prediction was of heavy 
Tory losses. 

Defending around 5,500 
council seats, they were 
expected to lose hundreds. 

In advance of the poll even 
Tories queued up to savage 
May and report a hostile 
reception from voters. 

A local party chair from 
Essex said, “We are strug- 
gling to get anyone to deliver 
leaflets, even members of 
our executive don’t want to 
go out.” 


Slammed 

One exasperated councillor 
added, “Members are saying, 
why should I get shit on the 
doorstep and doors slammed 
in my face when I’m as angry 
as they are?” 

The Tories deserve this. 
A horrific story this week 
summed up the society they 
have created. 

Saloum, a refugee from 
Gambia in West Africa, was 
denied NHS treatment for 
his terminal cancer. He died 
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TORY PRIME minister Theresa May campaigning in happier times during the 2017 local elections 


on Sunday evening. Friends 
said that in the final moments 
of his life he was fearful that 
he might once again be sent 
away from the hospital. 

Every day the Tories are in 
office there will be more such 
horrors. 

Socialist Worker called for 
a Labour vote to deepen the 


Tories’ crisis and encourage 
resistance. 

Parties will try to spin the 
results their way this week. 

The Lib Dems, who 
collapsed in the 
corresponding elections four 
years ago, are on track to win 
some more councillors. 

But they remain largely 


an irrelevance on a national 
scale, still rightly remem- 
bered by most people for their 
coalition of class crimes with 
the Tories from 2010-15. 
Apart from a few 
by-elections, there is no voting 
in Scotland, Wales, Greater 
London or many other areas. 
In similar elections last 


time the BBC calculated that 
if the voting had been held 
nationally the vote shares 
would be 35 percent for the 
Conservatives, 29 percent for 
Labour, 13 percent for Ukip 
and 11 percent for the Liberal 
Democrats. 

We can guarantee there 
will be shifts from that. And 


mearseeebail PANIC 


in any case May’s turmoil 
continues. 

She was informed this 
week that she will be the first 
Tory leader in 185 years to 
face an emergency grassroots 
vote to oust her. 

The threshold for a petition 
to enforce an extraordinary 
meeting of the National 
Conservative Convention has 
been passed. 


Resignation 

Sometime in June she will be 
hauled in front of a meeting 
of 800 constituency chairs 
and senior activists, who will 
decide whether to demand 
her resignation. 

There’s no resolution of 
the Brexit paralysis. 

Not a single piece of 
Brexit-related business has 
been tabled in the House 
of Commons for either this 
week or next. 

As the Tories reel we need 
more resistance in the streets 
and the workplaces. 

The spirit of defiance 
we saw from Extinction 
Rebellion has to spread to 
other areas. 


A More online 


1 ‘ 
For more on Brexit go to 
¥ www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Put forward a left wing vision for Brexit—not calls for a second referendum 


LABOUR LEADERS met 
at the national executive 
committee (NEC) on 
Tuesday to discuss 

the manifesto for the 
European parliament. 

In advance there was 
heavy pressure on leader 
Jeremy Corbyn to back a 
second Brexit referendum. 

The NEC was set to 
discuss multiple views. 
Some of its members want 
a second referendum in 
any circumstances. Others 
want one only to “stop a 
bad Tory deal”. 

Another group 
want a “confirmatory 


ME 


THE ae WE 
ALREADY HAVE 


Demanding a second referendum in March 


referendum” on any 
deal—with staying in the 
European Union (EU) as 
the alternative option. 
Three unions—Unison, 
the GMB and Usdaw— 
were expected to push 
for a referendum on 
any deal to be in the 
Labour manifesto for 
the European elections. 
Unite and the CWU were 
expected to oppose that. 
Any new referendum 
on a deal will be 
undemocratic. It will 
reduce the choice to 
two toxic choices. One 
will be a rotten set of 


policies wrestled through 
parliament by Theresa 
May and the Tories. 

The other will be to stay 
in the EU that enforces 
neoliberal measures 
and the killer “Fortress 
Europe” anti-migrant 
regime. 

A second referendum 
is the preferred outcome 
of big business, the 
international financial 
institutions and the EU’s 
leaders. 

They want to override 
the 2016 vote and ram 
through pro-capitalist 
policies. This should 


not be the option of the 
working class movement. 

Labour should be 
putting forward an 
anti-austerity and 
anti-racist vision of Brexit. 

And crucially it needs 
to be linked to action over 
other issues. 

Instead, by its wrangles 
over Brexit, Labour has 
separated Brexit from 
demands that could 
change the debate. 

They should include 
the defence of the NHS, a 
reversal of privatisation, 
and action over housing 
and climate change. 
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LET’S NOT WAIT 
TO WIN CHANGE 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 
SS # } 


THE SCOTTISH National 
Party (SNP) leadership was 
defeated at its conference 
last weekend. Members 
voted to fast track plans to 
establish a new currency in 
an independent Scotland. 

This came as an amend- 
ment to a motion on the 
SNP’s Growth Commission, a 
neoliberal economic plan 
promising more austerity. 

It was penned by a cor- 
porate lobbyist, with no 
involvement of trade unions, 
and has been the subject of 
a year of intense and critical 
debate among SNP members. 


Debate 
The split during the debate at 
conference was clear. Senior 
party figures spoke in favour 
of the motion and some rank 
file members backed the 
amendments to it, three of 
which were defeated. 

The vote also reflected 
a mood of frustration in 
the wider independence 
movement. 

Many people are fed up 
with SNP leader Nicola 
Sturgeon’s strategy to secure 


SOME SNP conference delegates last week were unimpressed by the leadership’s position 


a second independence 
referendum. 

This has seen even senior 
figures in her own party call 
on her to do more to push 


for Indyref2, rather than her 
focus on keeping Britain in 


the European Union. 


Sturgeon has also faced 
pressure from growing 


protests demanding her 
government declares a cli- 
mate emergency. 

Extinction Rebellion activ- 
ists have occupied the Scottish 


Together we will break up the British state 


A YOUGOV opinion poll 
last week put those for 
and against Scottish 
independence “neck and 
neck”. 

It underlined that the 
crisis of the British state is 
as deep as ever. 

Tories like to insist 
there is “no appetite” for 
independence. 

Yet the All Under One 
Banner marches have 
shown this is false. 

The Tories will never 
agree to Indyref2 so it is 
crucial we keep mobilising 
as we move into a critical 
period. 

The Tories cannot be 
allowed to decide when, or 
if a new vote takes place. 

We should campaign 
for Scots’ right to decide. 


Some of those who voted 
No last time can be won to 
that democratic demand. 
In the era of Donald 
Trump and a far right 
growing in confidence, 


anti-racist unity is crucial. 
The far right is eyeing up 
an opportunity to break 
through at the European 
Parliament elections. 
Whether Yes, No, Leave 


TALS Davia aT 
Glasgow strikers were right to fight Labour and SNP council leaders 


or Remain use your vote 
against the racists on 
23 May. 

It also will do the 
movement damage to 
demonise striking workers 
as some kind of Unionist 
puppets. 

Whichever party is 
cutting their pay or 
attacking their rights at 
work they deserve our 
backing. 

That spirit of fightback, 
or the civil disobedience 
of the climate protesters, 
is what the independence 
movement needs more of. 

Another Scotland is 
possible but we will need 
to fight hard to make it 
happen. 


For updates go to 
SWP Scotland on Facebook 


parliament and blocked roads 
in Edinburgh over the last 
few months. There have also 
been youth climate strikes. In 
her keynote speech Sturgeon 


bowed to that pressure. Now 
activists must press her, and 
every politician in Scotland, 
to act on the declaration 
and take meaningful steps 
towards slashing carbon 
emissions. 

Backing a motion congrat- 
ulating climate strikes and 
protests, MSPs spoke with 
passion about the climate 
crisis. 

They also pointed to the 
limited powers available to 
the Scottish government to 
tackle it. 

But this cannot be used an 
excuse for inaction. 

There’s a big contradic- 
tion between green rhetoric 
and continuing to rely on 
the exploitation of fossil fuel 
reserves in the North Sea. 

The whole independence 
movement must take up 
the call of those demanding 
change to avoid the worst 
effects of the climate crisis. 

The transition to a truly 
sustainable economy must 
start immediately, however 
limited the powers of the 
Scottish government. 

We cannot wait until 
independence to make that 
change—we do not have that 
luxury. 


Lecturers plan pay strikes 


THOUSANDS OF college 
lecturers in Scotland 
are set for an escalation 
of their pay dispute. 
They are set to walk 
out next Wednesday, and 
then on 15 and 16 May. 
Members of the 
EIS Further Education 
Lecturers’ Association 
(EIS-FELA) union 
have already held four 
days of strikes. 
Lecturers also voted 
in favour of action short 
of strikes 
including 
a results 
boycott. 
Lecturers 
have not had 
a cost of 
living pay 


rise for nearly three years. 
They fought for and 
won harmonised equal 
pay across the sector, 
but management now 
want them to pay for 
that by holding down 
future increases. 
The present offer 
amounts to a rise of 
just 2 percent over 
», three years—and 
with worse terms 
, and conditions. 
Everyone 
should back 
the strikes 
and push 
the Scottish 
government 
to act. 


Strikers have shown that they are 


determined to win a better deal 
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Unite Against Fascism 


MAY DAY 


GREETINGS 
TO ALL 
ANTI-FASCISTS 


unite 


UAF.ORG.UK 
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bookmarksbookshop.co.u 


Bookmarks sends 
solidarity to all 
independent 
bookshops on 


1 Bloomsbury Street, London 
WC1B 3QE @ 020 7637 1848 © 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
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theUNION [OBS AND HOMES FOR ALI Social Housing Action €ampaign 


May Day Greetings 2019 


Find us on Facebook: search ‘Unite Housing Workers’ and ‘SHAC'’ / www.housingworkers.org.uk / shac.action@gmail.com 
PO Box 66701 London E11 9FB / @UniteHousing / @HAWRNet 
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May Day greetings and solidarity from the 


Anti Academies Alliance 
For a Corbyn-led Labour Government 


@ Comprehensive @Democratically @ Fully funded 
and progressive accountabletolocal and inclusive 
communities 


Let’s make a landmark statement for future generations 
by abolishing the social barbarism of grammars and selection 
and the structural inequality of private education 


Twitter: @antiacademies 
Facebook: Anti Academies Alliance 
Email: office@antiacademies.org.uk 
Website: www.antiacademies.org.uk 


May Day greetings to 
Socialist Worker readers 


University and College Union 


MAY DAY GREETINGS FROM 
SOCIALIST WORKER READERS 
AT LEEDS UNIVERSITY 


From Nigel Coward 


Fighting exploitation, 
oppression and 
catastrophic climate 
change 


Salford Unison Socialist Worker readers 


Unite against the right 
Fight for a better world 


May Day greetings 
and international 
solidarity from 
Portsmouth City 
Unison Socialist 
Worker readers 


(paid by individual donations) (paid by individual donations) 


Newham Socialist 

NEU "han Worker an 
readers and 
supporters in 
Lambeth NEU 


@Solidarity 
with workers in 


Sudan, Algeria 
and everywhere 
fighting for better 
lives 


@We believe in 
an education 
system that 
liberates the 
mind 


Islington NEU 
@May Day greetings to 
the workers of the world 


@Stand up to racism 
@Fight Tory education cuts 


RMT Jubilee South branch 


Campaigning against job cuts. 
Defending safe train preparation. 


Fighting to improve terms and conditions 


for all tube workers. 


MAY DAY SOLIDARITY TO ALL. 


RMT Finsbury Park 


MAYDAY GREETINGS AND SOLIDARITY 


TO ALL OUR COMRADES IN RMT AND 
WIDER TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 


“IF WE ALL SPIT TOGETHER WE CAN 
DROWN THE BASTARDS”—CROW 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


NUJ South Yorkshire 


@FOR JOBS AND QUALITY 
JOURNALISM 


@AGAINST RACISM NUS 


AND FASCISM NATIONAL UNION 


JOURNALISTS 


Solidairty greetings from 


FIGHTING FOR ONE MILLION CLIMATE 
JOBS. STANDING TOGETHER WITH THE 
STUDENT CLIMATE STRIKERS 
cacctu.org.uk 


Stop the War Coalition 
May Day greetings from the Stop the War Coalitio 

to all our members and supporters 

@For an anti-war government. 

@No to war, no to Islamophobia. 


@Demonstrate for justice for 
Palestine May 11 


@Demonstrate against 
Donald Trump June 3-5 


stopwar.org.uk 


The communications union 


NORTH/NORTH WEST LONDON 


MAY DAY _ 


National Union of Journalists 
London Central Branch 


Defend all journalists 
working in Turkey 

We say: journalism 
is not a crime! 
NUL.ORG.UK 


Headland House, 72 Acton Street, 
London WC1K 6O0P 
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The communications union 


SOUTH CENTRAL POSTAL 
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MAY DAY GREETINGS TO 
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PCS Socialist Worker readers 


@BUILD A NATIONAL 
FIGHTBACK OVER PAY 
AND AUSTERITY 


@STAND UP AGAINST 
RACISM AND THE FAR 
RIGHT 


LEEDS TUC SEND 
SOLIDARITY 
GREETINGS TO ALL 
THOSE IN STRUGGLE. 
WORKERS OF THE 
WORLD UNITE! YOU 
HAVE NOTHING TO 
LOSE BUT YOUR 
CHAINS, YOU HAVE THE 
ORLD TO Wik 


Newham TUC 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 


Brighton, Hove and District 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


BFAWU members in south east 
London send solidarity to everyone 
fighting against low pay, climate 
change, racism and for a better 
life. 

We win when we stand together. 
Solidarity. 


Greetings and 
solidarity from 
York and District 
Trades Union 


Waltham Forest 


Trades Gouncil 
WALTHAM FOREST TRADES COUNCIL SENDS MAY DAY GREETINGS T0 
WORKERS FIGHTING BACK ACROSS THE WORLD. WE SAY. 
@ GENUINELY AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR ALL! 


@ SCRAP UNIVERSAL CREDIT! 


@ DEFEND THE RIGHT 10 PROTEST! 


@ DEFEND THE NHS! 


G@FIGHT BACK AGHINST RACISM AND FASCS 


@ SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
BIRMINGHAM CARE 
WORKERS AND WALSALL 
AND WOLVERHAMPTON 
UNIVERSAL CREDIT PCS 
MEMBERS 


change! 


Socialist change not climate 


Join our march and rally on 
5 May in Chatham 11.45 
Hear Chris Baugh and Extinction 


@ DEFEND PUBLIC SERVICES | | Rebellion support the case for 
@END AUSTERI green jobs and energy 


@FIGHT RACISM 
@FIGHT FASCISM 
@FIGHT AUST 


Hull Trades Union Council 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 


TO ALL 
WORKERS 


Brent Irades Union Council 


@AGAINST 
AUSTERITY 


@STOP THE 
WITCHHUNT 


@NO TO RACISM 


Coventry TUC 


Socialist greetings for May Day 


Join Coventry TUC at our open-air May Day rally. Saturday, 4 May, 
12 noon. Broadgate, Coventry. Main speaker, Chris Baugh (AGS) PCS 


Solidarity 


Dudley Trades Union Council 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 
AND SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE BIRMINGHAM CARE 

WORKERS 


May Day greetings 
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from YORK, People's Assembly WORKERS 
Blacklist Support a aaa ala OF THE 
Group ace MAY DAY ee fa WORLD 
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: People Against Cuts 
into blacklisting FIGHTING FOR ee ait Figrireen send a warm message 
FREE LOCAL of solidarity to all SOLIDARITY | 
Release the THE CUTS those at 
spycops’ TRAIN TRAVEL Socialist Worker, 
cover names FOR ne sia aes © @ ey 
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44Wa rdEver.UK 


Established June 2006. Our purpose is to provide a 
one-stop resource for case profiles, news and event 
details, useful resources, statistics, appeals and more 
in relation to deaths and abuses whilst in custody; 


4-7 July | East London’! Hosted by the SWP 


We area =oaltion of oe affected = 
deaths in police, prison, immigration and 
psychiatric custody. We support others in 

similar situations. Established in 1997. 

uffcampaign.org 


Themes include: 


including the death penalty, other injustices and 
human rights abuses in the UK and internationally. 


www.4wardeveruk.ore 


Speakers include: 
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Solidarity to all workers 
celebrating May Day from 


Wolverhampton SWSS. May | 


erve as a reminder 


May Day 
greetings from 


Solidarity from Bristol 
-SWSS, forever with you in 
the fight against, fascism, 
racism, environmental 
disaster and above all this 
rotten capitalist system 


May Day 
greetings from 
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: tacism, encouraged bythe “~~ "a! Si Garam. . 


government and driven 
by the far right, it is clear mS May Day 
greetings from 


i that capitalism is in crisis. 
In honourof the MayDay | | 
traditions, we must continue 4 
and expand the struggle 
to bring about real system 
change, and ultimately bring 
about socialism 
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Resisting racism, 
fascism and the 
far right 


System change 
not climate change 


MAY DAY GREETINGS 


